
                                                                                            
CHALLENGES THAT CONFRONT HUMANITY AND THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

UNIVERSAL INTENTION - JANUARY 

That sincere dialogue among men and women of different faiths may produce 
the fruits of peace and justice. 

[…] 

“Religious freedom […] is not only a precious gift 
from the Lord for those who have faith: it is a gift 
for each person, because it is the basic guarantee 
of every other expression of freedom […]. Only 
faith reminds us that, if we have one Creator, we 
are therefore all brothers and sisters. Religious 
freedom is a safeguard against all forms of 
totalitarianism and contributes decisively to human 
fraternity” (Message to the Albanian People, 25 
April 1993). 

He immediately then added, “True religious freedom shuns the temptation to intolerance and 
sectarianism, and promotes attitudes of respect and constructive dialogue” (ibid.). We cannot deny 
that intolerance towards those with different religious convictions is a particularly insidious enemy, 
one which today is being witnessed in various areas around the world. All believers must be 
particularly vigilant so that, in living out with conviction our religious and ethical code, we may 
always express the mystery we intend to honour. This means that all those forms which present a 
distorted use of religion, must be firmly refuted as false since they are unworthy of God or humanity. 
Authentic religion is a source of peace and not of violence! No one must use the name of God to 
commit violence! To kill in the name of God is a grave sacrilege. To discriminate in the name of God 
is inhuman. 

Seen in this light, religious freedom is not a right which can be guaranteed solely by existing 
legislation, although laws are necessary. Rather religious freedom is a shared space – like this one 
– an atmosphere of respect and cooperation that must be built with everyone’s participation, even 
those who have no religious convictions. Allow me to outline two attitudes which can be especially 
helpful in the advancement of this fundamental freedom. 

The first attitude is that of regarding every man and woman, even those of different religious 
traditions, not as rivals, less still enemies, but rather as brothers and sisters. When a person is secure 
of his or her own beliefs, there is no need to impose or put pressure on others: there is a conviction 
that truth has its own power of attraction. Deep down, we are all pilgrims on this earth, and on this 
pilgrim journey, as we yearn for truth and eternity, we do not live autonomous and self-sufficient 
individual lives; the same applies to religious, cultural and national communities. We need each 
other, and are entrusted to each other’s care. Each religious tradition, from within, must be able to 
take account of others. 



The second attitude which fosters the promotion of religious freedom is the work done in service of 
the common good. Whenever adherence to a specific religious tradition gives birth to service that 
shows conviction, generosity and concern for the whole of society without making distinctions, then 
there too exists an authentic and mature living out of religious freedom. This presents itself not only 
as a space in which to legitimately defend one’s autonomy, but also as a potential that enriches the 
human family as it advances. The more men and women are at the service of others, the greater 
their freedom! 

Let us look around us: there are so many poor and needy people, so many societies that try to find 
a more inclusive way of social justice and path of economic development! How great is the need for 
the human heart to be firmly fixed on the deepest meaning of experiences in life and rooted in a 
rediscovery of hope! Men and women, inspired in these areas by the values of their respective 
religious traditions, can offer an important, and even unique, contribution. This is truly a fertile land 
offering much fruit, also in the field of interreligious dialogue. 

I also wish to mention something which is always an illusion: relativism, “everything is relative”. In 
this regard, we must keep in mind a clear principle: we cannot enter into dialogue if we do not 
approach it from the perspective of our own identity. Without identity, there can be no dialogue. It 
would be an illusory dialogue, a dialogue without substance: it would serve no purpose. All of us 
have our own religious identity to which we are faithful. But the Lord knows how to guide history. 
May each one of us begin with our own identity, not pretending to have another, because it serves 
no end and does not help; it is relativism. What unites us is the path of life, is starting from our own 
identify for the good of our brothers and sisters. To do good! And so, we walk together as brothers 
and sisters. Every one of us offers the witness of our identity to others and engages in dialogue with 
others. Then dialogue can move onto theological questions. But even more important and beautiful 
is to walk together without betraying our own identity, without disguising it, without hypocrisy. This 
is what I like to think. 

[…] 
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How to create dialogue 

Pope Francis continued his reflection on the first book of Samuel (24:3-21), which recounts the 
confrontation between Saul and David. “Yesterday,” the Pope reminded those who were present at 



the morning celebration of Mass, “we heard the word of God, which allowed us to see what jealousy 
does, what envy does in families and in Christian communities. We saw this story played out in the 
opposition Saul harboured in his heart against David: so jealous was he that he wanted to kill him”. 

“Today,” the Pope continued, “the word of God allows us to see another attitude, that of David”, 
who “knew very well” that he was “in danger; he knew that the king wanted to kill him. And he 
found himself in a situation in which he could have killed the king, and the story would have ended 
there”. And yet “he chose another path”; he preferred “to draw near, to seek to clarify the situation, 
to explain himself, he chose the path of dialogue to make peace”. 

Instead, Saul “brooded over bitterness in his heart”. He insulted David “because he believed him to 
be his enemy. And this bitterness grew in his heart”. Unfortunately, the Pope said, “these imaginings 
always grow stronger when we listen to them within ourselves. And they create a wall that distances 
us from the other person”. Ultimately, we end up “isolated in the bitter broth of our resentment”. 

Yet David, “by the Lord’s inspiration”, breaks this mechanism of hatred “and says no, I want to talk 
to you”. And thus it is, the Pope explained, "that the path of peace begins, with dialogue”. But, he 
warned, “dialogue is not easy, it is difficult”. And yet, it is only “with dialogue that we build bridges 
of peace in relationships rather than walls that distance us”. 

“For dialogue to occur, what we need above all else is humility. It was David who, in humility, said 
to the king: look, ‘I could have killed you, I could have done this to you, but I don’t want to do it! I 
want to be close to you because you are the authority, you are the Lord’s anointed!’”. David’s act 
was an “act of humility”. 

We don’t need to raise our voice in order to dialogue “what we need is meekness”. And “we need 
to consider that the other person has something more that we do”, as David did. Looking at Saul, 
he said to himself: “He is the Lord’s anointed, he is more important than I am”. We need to do what 
we prayed for in the opening of Mass: become all things to all”. 

“Humility, meekness, becoming all things to all” are three basic elements of dialogue. However, the 
Holy Father noted, even though “it is not written in the Bible, to do this we have to eat a lot of crow: 
yet we must do it because that’s how peace is made!” Peace is made “with humility and humiliation”, 
by seeking always to “see in the other person the image of God”. Solutions to so many problems 
are found “through dialogue in families, in communities, in all quarters”. It requires a readiness to 
acknowledge to another person: “But listen, excuse me, this is what I thought...”. The right attitude 
is “to humble oneself: it is always good to make a bridge, always always!”. This is in keeping with 
the manner of someone who wants “to be Christian”; even if, as the Pope admitted, “it is not easy, 
it is not easy!”. And yet “Jesus did this, he humbled himself unto the end, he showed us the way”. 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – JANUARY  

That by means of dialogue and fraternal charity and with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, Christians may overcome divisions. 

“Has Christ been divided?” (1 Cor 1:13). The urgent 
appeal which Saint Paul makes at the beginning of 
his First Letter to the Corinthians, and which has 
been proclaimed at this evening’s liturgy, was 
chosen by a group of our fellow Christians in 
Canada as the theme for our meditation during this 
year’s Week of Prayer. 

The Apostle was grieved to learn that the Christians 
of Corinth had split into different factions. Some 
claimed: “I belong to Paul”; while others claimed: 
“I belong to Apollos” or “I belong to Cephas”, and 

others yet claimed: “I belong to Christ” (cf. v. 12). Paul could not even praise those who claimed to 
belong to Christ, since they were using the name of the one Saviour to set themselves apart from 
their other brothers and sisters within the community. In other words, the particular experience of 
each individual, or an attachment to certain significant persons in the community, had become a 
yardstick for judging the faith of others. 

Amid this divisiveness, Paul appeals to the Christians of Corinth “by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” to be in agreement, so that divisions will not reign among them, but rather a perfect union 
of mind and purpose (cf. v. 10). The communion for which the Apostle pleads, however, cannot be 
the fruit of human strategies. Perfect union among brothers and sisters can only come from looking 
to the mind and heart of Christ (cf. Phil 2:5). This evening, as we gather here in prayer, may we 
realize that Christ, who cannot be divided, wants to draw us to himself, to the sentiments of his 
heart, to his complete and confident surrender into the hands of the Father, to his radical self-
emptying for love of humanity. Christ alone can be the principle, the cause and the driving force 
behind our unity. 

As we find ourselves in his presence, we realize all the more that we may not regard divisions in the 
Church as something natural, inevitable in any form of human association. Our divisions wound 
Christ’s body, they impair the witness which we are called to give to him before the world. 
The Second Vatican Council’s Decree on Ecumenism, appealing to the text of Saint Paul which we 
have reflected on, significantly states: “Christ the Lord founded one Church and one Church only. 
However, many Christian communities present themselves to people as the true inheritance of Jesus 
Christ; all indeed profess to be followers of the Lord but they differ in outlook and go their different 
ways, as if Christ were divided”. And the Council continues: “Such division openly contradicts the 
will of Christ, scandalizes the world, and damages the sacred cause of preaching the Gospel to every 
creature” (Unitatis Redintegratio, 1). We have all been damaged by these divisions. None of us 
wishes to become a cause of scandal. And so we are all journeying together, fraternally, on the road 
towards unity, bringing about unity even as we walk; that unity comes from the Holy Spirit and 
brings us something unique which only the Holy Spirit can do, that is, reconciling our differences. 
The Lord waits for us all, accompanies us all, and is with us all on this path of unity. 



Christ, dear friends, cannot be divided! This conviction must sustain and encourage us to persevere 
with humility and trust on the way to the restoration of full visible unity among all believers in Christ. 
Tonight I think of the work of two great Popes: Blessed John XXIII andBlessed John Paul II. In the 
course of their own lives, both came to realize the urgency of the cause of unity and, once elected 
Bishops of Rome, they guided the entire Catholic flock decisively on the paths of ecumenism. Pope 
John blazed new trails which earlier would have been almost unthinkable. Pope John Paul held up 
ecumenical dialogue as an ordinary and indispensable aspect of the life of each Particular Church. 
With them, I think too of Pope Paul VI, another great promoter of dialogue; in these very days we 
are commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of his historic embrace with the Patriarch Athenagoras 
of Constantinople. 

The work of these, my predecessors, enabled ecumenical dialogue to become an essential dimension 
of the ministry of the Bishop of Rome, so that today the Petrine ministry cannot be fully understood 
without this openness to dialogue with all believers in Christ. We can say also that the journey of 
ecumenism has allowed us to come to a deeper understanding of the ministry of the Successor of 
Peter, and we must be confident that it will continue to do so in the future. As we look with gratitude 
to the progress which the Lord has enabled us to make, and without ignoring the difficulties which 
ecumenical dialogue is presently experiencing, let us all pray that we may put on the mind of Christ 
and thus progress towards the unity which he wills. And to journey together is already to be making 
unity! […] 
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The Christian community in three brushstrokes 

Pope Francis reflected on the day’s First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (4:32). He emphasized 
how the Church, after having reflected over the course of last week on the meaning of “being born 
from above”, today sets before our eyes the icon of “the community of new Christians”: a “newborn 
people” made up of people who “as yet were not called Christians”. 

The Pope considered the “three brushstrokes” in which the liturgy places this icon before us. “The 
company of those who believed were of one heart and soul: this is the first trait” he said. The second 
is constituted by the fact that they were a company that with great power bore testimony to the 
Lord Jesus. The third characteristic was that “none among them was needy”. 



These, the Holy Father explained, were the three “traits of this people reborn: harmony among 
themselves, peace; powerful testimony to the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the poor”. Yet “it 
wasn’t always like this,” he added. In fact, with the passing of time “infighting, doctrinal battles, and 
power struggles arose among them. Problems arose even in their relationship with the poor; widows 
complained that they were not well looked after”. In short, there was no shortage of difficulties. 

And yet this icon also reveals how “a Christian community’s way of life” ought to be. First, it is 
necessary to create a climate in which “peace and harmony” reign: “‘They were of one heart and 
soul’. Peace, a community in peace. This means that there is no room in the community for gossip, 
envy, calumny, defamation”; there is only room for peace. For “forgiveness and love cover 
everything”. 

To be able to describe a Christian community in this way, the Pope said, we must consider their 
attitudes: “Are they meek and humble? In the community, is there quarreling among them over 
power, are there battles due to envy? Is there gossiping? If so, then they are not on the path of 
Jesus Christ”. Indeed, the Bishop of Rome said, peace in a community is “such an important feature”. 
“It is so important because the devil seeks to divide us, always. He is the father of division; through 
envy he divides. Jesus enables us to see this path, that of peace among us, of love among us”. […] 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION – FEBRUARY  

 

That we may take good care of creation–a gift freely given–cultivating and 
protecting it for future generations. 

1. “LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, 
my Lord”. In the words of this beautiful canticle, 
Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common 
home is like a sister with whom we share our life 
and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to 
embrace us. “Praise be to you, my Lord, through 
our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs 
us, and who produces various fruit with coloured 
flowers and herbs”.[1] 

2. This sister now cries out to us because of the 
harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has 
endowed her. We have come to see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at 
will. The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness 
evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of life. This is why the earth herself, 
burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she “groans in 
travail” (Rom 8:22). We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our 
very bodies are made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment 
from her waters. 

67. We are not God. The earth was here before us and it has been given to us. This allows us to 
respond to the charge that Judaeo-Christian thinking, on the basis of the Genesis account which 
grants man “dominion” over the earth (cf. Gen 1:28), has encouraged the unbridled exploitation of 
nature by painting him as domineering and destructive by nature. This is not a correct interpretation 
of the Bible as understood by the Church. Although it is true that we Christians have at times 
incorrectly interpreted the Scriptures, nowadays we must forcefully reject the notion that our being 
created in God’s image and given dominion over the earth justifies absolute domination over other 
creatures. The biblical texts are to be read in their context, with an appropriate hermeneutic, 
recognizing that they tell us to “till and keep” the garden of the world (cf. Gen 2:15). “Tilling” refers 
to cultivating, ploughing or working, while “keeping” means caring, protecting, overseeing and 
preserving. This implies a relationship of mutual responsibility between human beings and nature. 
Each community can take from the bounty of the earth whatever it needs for subsistence, but it also 
has the duty to protect the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness for coming generations. “The earth 
is the Lord’s” (Ps 24:1); to him belongs “the earth with all that is within it” (Dt 10:14). Thus God 
rejects every claim to absolute ownership: “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is 
mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with me” (Lev 25:23). 

159. The notion of the common good also extends to future generations. The global economic crises 
have made painfully obvious the detrimental effects of disregarding our common destiny, which 
cannot exclude those who come after us. We can no longer speak of sustainable development apart 
from intergenerational solidarity. Once we start to think about the kind of world we are leaving to 



future generations, we look at things differently; we realize that the world is a gift which we have 
freely received and must share with others. Since the world has been given to us, we can no longer 
view reality in a purely utilitarian way, in which efficiency and productivity are entirely geared to our 
individual benefit. Intergenerational solidarity is not optional, but rather a basic question of justice, 
since the world we have received also belongs to those who will follow us. The Portuguese bishops 
have called upon us to acknowledge this obligation of justice: “The environment is part of a logic of 
receptivity. It is on loan to each generation, which must then hand it on to the next”.[124] An 
integral ecology is marked by this broader vision. 

160. What kind of world do we want to leave to those who come after us, to children who are now 
growing up? This question not only concerns the environment in isolation; the issue cannot be 
approached piecemeal. When we ask ourselves what kind of world we want to leave behind, we 
think in the first place of its general direction, its meaning and its values. Unless we struggle with 
these deeper issues, I do not believe that our concern for ecology will produce significant results. 
But if these issues are courageously faced, we are led inexorably to ask other pointed questions: 
What is the purpose of our life in this world? Why are we here? What is the goal of our work and all 
our efforts? What need does the earth have of us? It is no longer enough, then, simply to state that 
we should be concerned for future generations. We need to see that what is at stake is our own 
dignity. Leaving an inhabitable planet to future generations is, first and foremost, up to us. The issue 
is one which dramatically affects us, for it has to do with the ultimate meaning of our earthly sojourn. 

161. Doomsday predictions can no longer be met with irony or disdain. We may well be leaving to 
coming generations debris, desolation and filth. The pace of consumption, waste and environmental 
change has so stretched the planet’s capacity that our contemporary lifestyle, unsustainable as it is, 
can only precipitate catastrophes, such as those which even now periodically occur in different areas 
of the world. The effects of the present imbalance can only be reduced by our decisive action, here 
and now. We need to reflect on our accountability before those who will have to endure the dire 
consequences. 
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Lead the way in creation  

[…] Our time cannot ignore the issue of ecology, which is vital to man’s survival, nor reduce it to 
merely a political question: indeed, it has a moral dimension that affects everyone, such that no one 



can ignore it. As disciples of Christ, we have a further reason to join with all men and women of 
good will to protect and defend nature and the environment. Creation is, in fact, a gift entrusted to 
us from the hands of the Creator. All of nature that surrounds us is created like us, created together 
with us, and in a common destiny it tends to find its fulfillment and ultimate end in God himself — 
the Bible says “new heavens and a new earth” (cf. Is 65:17, 2 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:1). This doctrine of 
our faith is an even stronger stimulus for us to have a responsible and respectful relationship with 
Creation: in inanimate nature, in plants and in animals, we recognize the imprint of the Creator, and 
in our fellow kind, His very image. 

Living in closer contact with nature, as you do, entails not only respect for it but also the commitment 
to contribute concretely to eliminate the wastefulness of a society that increasingly tends to throw 
away goods which are still useful and which can be donated to the many who are in need. […] 

ADDRESS TO THE ITALIAN CATHOLIC SCOUT MOVEMENT FOR ADULTS (MASCI) 
POPE FRANCIS 
8 November 2014 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – FEBRUARY 

That opportunities may increase for dialogue and encounter between the 
Christian faith and the peoples of Asia. 

On this vast continent which is home to a great 
variety of cultures, the Church is called to be 
versatile and creative in her witness to the Gospel 
through dialogue and openness to all. This is the 
challenge before you! Dialogue, in fact, is an 
essential part of the mission of the Church in Asia 
(cf. Ecclesia in Asia, 29). But in undertaking the 
path of dialogue with individuals and cultures, what 
should be our point of departure and our 
fundamental point of reference, which guides us to 
our destination? Surely it is our own identity, our 
identity as Christians. We cannot engage in real 

dialogue unless we are conscious of our own identity. We can’t dialogue, we can’t start dialoguing 
from nothing, from zero, from a foggy sense of who we are. Nor can there be authentic dialogue 



unless we are capable of opening our minds and hearts, in empathy and sincere receptivity, to those 
with whom we speak. In other words, an attentiveness in which the Holy Spirit is our guide. A clear 
sense of one’s own identity and a capacity for empathy are thus the point of departure for all 
dialogue. If we are to speak freely, openly and fruitfully with others, we must be clear about who 
we are, what God has done for us, and what it is that he asks of us. And if our communication is 
not to be a monologue, there has to be openness of heart and mind to accepting individuals and 
cultures. Fearlessly, for fear is the enemy of this kind of openness. 

The task of appropriating and expressing our identity does not always prove easy, however, since – 
being sinners – we will always be tempted by the spirit of the world, which shows itself in a variety 
of ways. I would like to point to three of these. One is the deceptive light of relativism, which 
obscures the splendor of truth and, shaking the earth beneath our feet, pulls us toward the shifting 
sands of confusion and despair. It is a temptation which nowadays also affects Christian 
communities, causing people to forget that in a world of rapid and disorienting change, “there is 
much that is unchanging, much that has its ultimate foundation in Christ, who is the same yesterday, 
and today, and forever” (Gaudium et Spes, 10; cf. Heb13:8). Here I am not speaking about relativism 
merely as a system of thought, but about that everyday practical relativism which almost 
imperceptibly saps our sense of identity. 

A second way in which the world threatens the solidity of our Christian identity is superficiality, a 
tendency to toy with the latest fads, gadgets and distractions, rather than attending to the things 
that really matter (cf. Phil 1:10). In a culture which glorifies the ephemeral, and offers so many 
avenues of avoidance and escape, this can present a serious pastoral problem. For the ministers of 
the Church, it can also make itself felt in an enchantment with pastoral programs and theories, to 
the detriment of direct, fruitful encounter with our faithful, and others too, especially the young who 
need solid catechesis and sound spiritual guidance. Without a grounding in Christ, the truths by 
which we live our lives can gradually recede, the practice of the virtues can become formalistic, and 
dialogue can be reduced to a form of negotiation or an agreement to disagree. An agreement to 
disagree… so as not to make waves… This sort of superficiality does us great harm. 

Then too, there is a third temptation: that of the apparent security to be found in hiding behind easy 
answers, ready formulas, rules and regulations. Jesus clashed with people who would hide behind 
laws, regulations and easy answers… He called them hypocrites. Faith by nature is not self-absorbed; 
it “goes out”. It seeks understanding; it gives rise to testimony; it generates mission. In this sense, 
faith enables us to be both fearless and unassuming in our witness of hope and love. Saint Peter 
tells us that we should be ever ready to respond to all who ask the reason for the hope within us 
(cf. 1 Pet 3:15). Our identity as Christians is ultimately seen in our quiet efforts to worship God 
alone, to love one another, to serve one another, and to show by our example not only what we 
believe, but also what we hope for, and the One in whom we put our trust (cf. 2 Tim 1:12). 

Finally, together with a clear sense of our own Christian identity, authentic dialogue also demands 
a capacity for empathy. For dialogue to take place, there has to be this empathy. We are challenged 
to listen not only to the words which others speak, but to the unspoken communication of their 
experiences, their hopes and aspirations, their struggles and their deepest concerns. Such empathy 
must be the fruit of our spiritual insight and personal experience, which lead us to see others as 
brothers and sisters, and to “hear”, in and beyond their words and actions, what their hearts wish 
to communicate. In this sense, dialogue demands of us a truly contemplative spirit of openness and 



receptivity to the other. I cannot engage in dialogue if I am closed to others. Openness? Even more: 
acceptance! Come to my house, enter my heart. My heart welcomes you. It wants to hear you. This 
capacity for empathy enables a true human dialogue in which words, ideas and questions arise from 
an experience of fraternity and shared humanity. If we want to get to the theological basis of this, 
we have to go to the Father: he created us all; all of us are children of one Father. This capacity for 
empathy leads to a genuine encounter – we have to progress toward this culture of encounter – in 
which heart speaks to heart. […] 
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The importance of dialogue 

Today I will focus on the Apostolic Journey to Sri Lanka and the Philippines, which I made last week. 
After my visit to Korea a few months ago, I again returned to Asia, that continent rich in cultural 
and spiritual traditions. The Journey was above all a joyful encounter with the ecclesial communities 
which, in those countries, bear witness to Christ: I confirmed them in their faith and missionary 
spirit. I will forever carry in my heart the memory of the festive welcome from the crowds — in some 
cases the size of an ocean — which accompanied those salient moments of the Journey. 
Furthermore, I encouraged interreligious dialogue at the service of peace, as well as the journey of 
those peoples towards unity and social development, especially with families and young people 
playing a prominent role. 

The culminating moment of my stay in Sri Lanka was the canonization of the great missionary Joseph 
Vaz. This holy priest administered the Sacraments, often in secret, to the faithful, but he helped all 
those in need from every religion and social condition, without distinction. His example of holiness 
and love for neighbour continues to inspire the Church in Sri Lanka in her apostolate of charity and 
education. I pointed to St Joseph Vaz as a model for all Christians, called today to offer the saving 
truth of the Gospel in a multireligious context, with respect for others, with perseverance and with 
humility. 

Sri Lanka is a country of great natural beauty, whose people are seeking to rebuild unity after a long 
and dramatic civil conflict. In my meeting with Government Authorities I stressed the importance of 
dialogue, respect for human dignity, the need to involve everyone in order to find appropriate 
solutions to further reconciliation and the common good. 



The different religions have a crucial role to play in this regard. My encounter with religious 
leaders was a confirmation of the good relations that already exist between the various communities. 
In this context, I wanted to encourage the cooperation already undertaken by the followers of 
different religious traditions, in order to also heal, with the balm of forgiveness, those who are still 
afflicted by the suffering of the last years. The theme ofreconciliation also marked my visit to the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Madhu, deeply venerated by the Tamil and Sinhalese peoples and a centre of 
pilgrimage for members of other religions. In that holy place we asked Mary, our Mother, to obtain 
for all the people of Sri Lanka the gift of unity and peace. 

From Sri Lanka I flew to the Philippines, where the Church is preparing to celebrate the fifth 
centenary of the Gospel’s arrival. It is the foremost Catholic country in Asia, and the Filipino people 
are well known for their deep faith, their religiosity and enthusiasm, even in the diaspora. In my 
meeting with the nation’s Authorities, as well as in moments of prayer and during the 
crowded concluding Mass, I stressed the continual fruitfulness of the Gospel and its capacity to 
inspire a society worthy of man, in which there is room for the dignity of each and for the aspirations 
of the Filipino people. 
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POPE FRANCIS 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION - MARCH 

That families in need may receive the necessary support and that children may 
grow up in healthy and peaceful environments. 

2. Marriage and the family are in crisis today. We 
now live in a culture of the temporary, in which 
more and more people reject marriage as a public 
obligation. This revolution of customs and morals 
has often waved “the flag of freedom”, but it has, 
in reality, brought spiritual and material devastation 
to countless human beings, especially the poorest 
and most vulnerable. It is ever more evident that 
the decline of the culture of marriage is associated 
with increased poverty and a host of other social ills 
that disproportionately affect women, children and 

the elderly. It is always they who suffer the most in this crisis. 

The crisis of the family has produced a human ecological crisis, for social environments, like natural 
environments, need protection. Although humanity has come to understand the need to address the 
conditions that threaten our natural environment, we have been slow — we have been slow in our 
culture, even in our Catholic culture — we have been slow to recognize that even our social 
environments are at risk. It is therefore essential that we foster a new human ecology and make it 
move forward. 

3. It is necessary to insist on the fundamental pillars that govern a nation: its intangible assets. The 
family is the foundation of co-existence and a guarantee against social fragmentation. Children have 
a right to grow up in a family with a father and a mother capable of creating a suitable environment 
for the child's growth and emotional development. This is why, in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii 
Gaudium, I stressed the “indispensable” contribution of marriage to society, a contribution which 
“transcends the feelings and momentary needs of the couple” (n. 66). And this is why I am grateful 
to you for the emphasis that your colloquium has placed on the benefits that marriage can provide 
children, the spouses themselves, and society. 

In these days, as you reflect on the complementarity between man and woman, I urge you to 
emphasize yet another truth about marriage: that the permanent commitment to solidarity, fidelity 
and fruitful love responds to the deepest longings of the human heart. Let us think especially of the 
young people who represent our future: it is important that they should not let the harmful mentality 
of the temporary affect them, but rather that they be revolutionaries with the courage to seek strong 
and lasting love, in other words, to go against the current: this must be done. I would like to say 
one thing about this: we must not fall into the trap of being limited by ideological concepts. The 
family is an anthropological fact, and consequently a social, cultural fact, etc. We cannot qualify it 
with ideological concepts which are compelling at only one moment in history, and then decline. 
Today there can be no talk of theconservative family or the progressive family: family is family! Do 
not allow yourselves to be qualified by this, or by other ideological concepts. The family has a force 
of its own. 



May this colloquium be a source of inspiration for all who seek to support and strengthen the union 
of man and woman in marriage as a unique, natural, fundamental and beautiful good for people, 
families, communities and societies. 

ADDRESS TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM  
ON THE COMPLEMENTARITY BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN  
SPONSORED BY THE CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH 
POPE FRANCIS 
17 November 2014 
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The family ‐ The children 

[…] From the first moments of their lives, many children are rejected, abandoned, and robbed of 
their childhood and future. There are those who dare to say, as if to justify themselves, that it was 
a mistake to bring these children into the world. This is shameful! Let’s not unload our faults onto 
the children, please! Children are never a “mistake”. Their hunger is not a mistake, nor is their 
poverty, their vulnerability, their abandonment — so many children abandoned on the streets — and 
neither is their ignorance or their helplessness... so many children don’t even know what a school 
is. If anything, these should be reasons to love them all the more, with greater generosity. How can 
we make such solemn declarations on human rights and the rights of children, if we then punish 
children for the errors of adults? 

Those who have the task of governing, of educating, but I would say all adults, we are responsible 
for children and for doing what we can to change this situation. I am referring to “the passion” of 
children. Every child who is marginalized, abandoned, who lives on the street begging with every 
kind of trick, without schooling, without medical care, is a cry that rises up to God and denounces 
the system that we adults have set in place. And unfortunately these children are prey to criminals 
who exploit them for shameful trafficking or commerce, or train them for war and violence. But even 
in so-called wealthy countries many children live in dramatic situations that scar them deeply 
because of crises in the family, educational gaps and at times inhuman living conditions. In every 
case, their childhood is violated in body and soul. But none of these children are forgotten by the 
Father who is in heaven! Not one of their tears is lost! Neither is our responsibility lost, the social 
responsibility of people, of each one of us, and of countries. 

[...] 

Too often the effects of a life worn down by precarious and underpaid work, unsustainable hours, 
bad transport rebound on the children.... Children also pay the price for immature unions and 
irresponsible separations: they are the first victims; they suffer the outcome of a culture of 



exaggerated individual rights, and then the children become more precocious. They often absorb 
the violence they are not able to “ward off” and before the very eyes of adults are forced to grow 
accustomed to degradation. [...] 

GENERAL AUDIENCE 
POPE FRANCIS 
8 April 2015 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – MARCH 

That those Christians who, on account of their faith, are discriminated against or 
are being persecuted, may remain strong and faithful to the Gospel, thanks to 
the incessant prayer of the Church. 

There are more Christians being martyred and 
persecuted today than in the early days of the 
Church. In some countries it is even prohibited to 
pray together. Pope Francis made this dramatic 
reality the focus of his meditation on Friday 
morning, 4 April. 

The passage from the Book of Wisdom (Wis 2:1, 
12-22) proclaimed during Friday’s liturgy, reveals 
“what the hearts of the wicked are like, of those 
who have distanced themselves from God and have 

made themselves masters, in this case, of religion’”. It also reveals their “attitude toward the 
prophets”, that they were even willing to persecute them. They are people who are well aware that 
they are dealing with a just man, explained the Holy Father. So much so that the Scripture describes 
their thinking in this way: “Let us beset the just one, who is obnoxious to us; he sets himself against 
our doings”. 

To beset, the Pope explained, means “gossiping and slandering among themselves”. Thus, they 
defame and “prepare the broth to destroy the just man”. Indeed, they cannot accept that there be 
a just man who, as the Old Testament states, “sets himself against our doings, reproaches us for 
our transgressions of the law, and charges us with violations of our training.” 

These words describe the prophet, who has been persecuted “throughout the course of salvation 
history”. Jesus himself “said this to the Pharisees”, the Pope recalled, as is narrated in “chapter 23 



of the Gospel of St Matthew, which would do us good to read”. Jesus was explicit, “your fathers, he 
said, killed the prophets but you, in order to ease yourselves of the guilt, to absolve yourselves, you 
bury the prophets!”. 

We have before us, the Holy Father declared, “historical hypocrisy”. It is a fact that “always, 
throughout salvation history, in the times of Israel as well as in the Church, prophets have been 
persecuted”. Indeed, a prophet is a man “who says: you are on the wrong path, return to the path 
of God! This is the message of a prophet”. A message that “does not please the people in power on 
that wrong path”. 

Jesus was persecuted as well. They wanted to kill him, as the Gospel of this liturgy reveals (Jn 7:1-
2,10, 25-30). And they certainly “knew what his end would be”. The persecution began immediately, 
when, “at the start of his preaching he returns to his village, goes to the synagogue and preaches”. 
Then, “right after great admiration, they begin” murmuring, as the Gospel reveals: “this one, we 
know where he comes from; the Christ on the other hand, when he comes, no one will know where 
he came from”. And they all asked themselves: “With what authority do you come to teach us? 
Where did you study?”. 

In a word, it is always the same attitude: “they disqualify the Lord, they disqualify the prophet in 
order to take away his authority”. It's as if to say “this one works miracles on Saturday, but you 
can’t work on Saturday, so he is a sinner! This one eats, goes to lunch with sinners and so he isn’t 
a man of God!”. In this way they “disqualify Jesus”, because he “left and made others leave that 
closed religious environment, that box”. And “the prophet fights against putting the Holy Spirit in a 
box”. Just for this “he is always persecuted”. Prophets “are all persecuted, not included, left aside: 
they have no place”. And this is a reality that “didn't end with the death and resurrection of Jesus” 
but instead “it continued within the Church”. 

Indeed, inside the Church there are “those who are persecuted from outside and persecuted from 
within”. The saints themselves “were persecuted”. In fact, noted the Bishop of Rome, “when we 
read about the lives of the saints” we find before us many “misunderstandings and persecutions”. 
Because, being prophets, they said things that were “too harsh”. 

In this way “many thinkers in the Church were also persecuted”. On this subject, Pope Francis 
affirmed: “I'm thinking of someone now, at this moment, not far from us, a man of goodwill, a true 
prophet, who in his books reproached the Church for falling away from the path of the Lord. He was 
immediately summoned, his books were placed on the index, they took away his platform, and this 
is how his life ended, not so long ago. Time passed and today he is a blessed”. But how, one could 
object, “how can he be a heretic yesterday and a blessed today? Yes, “yesterday, those in power 
wanted to silence him because they didn't like what he had to say. Today, the Church who, thanks 
be to God, knows how to repent, says: no, this man is good! Even more, he is on the road to 
sainthood: he is a blessed”. 

History testifies then that “all the persons that the Holy Spirit chooses to speak the truth to the 
people of God suffer persecution”. And here the Pope recalled “the last of the Beatitudes of Jesus: 
blessed are you when you are persecuted in my name”. It's that “Jesus is really the model, the icon: 
the Lord suffered a great deal, he was persecuted”; and in so doing “he took on all of the 
persecutions of his people”. 



But “even today, Christians are persecuted”, the Pope told us. Such that “I dare say — he confirmed 
— that perhaps there are as many or more martyrs now than in those early days”. And they are 
persecuted “because in this worldly society, this easy-going society that want no problems, they 
speak the truth and proclaim Jesus Christ”. Truly “today there is a great deal of persecution”. 

Really, today, in some places, “it's the death penalty, it's prison for having the Gospel in one’s home, 
for teaching the Catechism” the Holy Father emphasized. He then confided: “A Catholic from one of 
these Countries told me that they cannot pray together — it's forbidden! They can only pray alone 
and in hiding.” If they want to celebrate the Eucharist, they organize “a birthday party, they pretend 
to celebrate a birthday and there they celebrate the Eucharist before the party”. And if, as “has 
happened, they see the police coming, they immediately hide everything and go on with the party”, 
they hide behind “cheer and good wishes”. When these agents “have left, they finish celebrating the 
Eucharist”. And this is what “they have to do because it is forbidden to pray together”. 

In deed, Pope Francis remarked, “this history of persecution, of misunderstanding” has continued 
“from the time of the prophets to this day”. This is also “the path of the Lord, the path of those who 
follow the Lord”. It is a path that “always ends like the Lord's, with a resurrection, but passing by 
way of the cross”. The Pope therefore recommended “to never be afraid of persecution, of 
misunderstandings”, even if because of them “many things are lost”. 

For the Christians, “there will always be persecution, misunderstanding”. But they have with them 
to face it the certainty that “Jesus is Lord and this is the challenge and the cross of our faith”. Thus, 
the Holy Father recommended, “when this happens, in our community or in our heart, let us look to 
the Lord and think” of this passage from the book of Wisdom that speaks of how the wicked beset 
the just. He concluded asking the Lord for “the grace to go forward on his path and, if it happens, 
with the cross of persecution as well”. 

MORNING MEDITATION 
POPE FRANCIS 
4 April 2014 
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Martyred with white gloves 

Today is still the time of martyrs: Christians are persecuted in the Middle East where they are forced 
to flee, even handled “in an elegant manner, with white gloves”. On the day in which the Church 
commemorates the martyrs of the first centuries, Pope Francis encouraged prayer “for our brothers 



and sisters who live in persecution today”. Because, he stated, today “there are no fewer martyrs” 
than in Nero’s time. 

The Holy Father referred to the opening prayer of the day’s Mass, in which the Lord was asked, “O 
God, who consecrated the abundant first fruits of the Roman Church by the blood of the Martyrs”. 
This is an appropriate invocation, he explained, for the commemoration of “the first martyrs of this 
Church”. What’s more, he added, “their bones are so close”, referring to the catacombs in Rome. 

It is especially meaningful, the Pope noted, that we invoke the Lord, asking him to make fruitful the 
seeds: he made the first fruits abundant. Thus, the prayer “speaks of growth and of a plant: this 
makes us think of the many times that Jesus said that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a seed”. And 
the Apostle Peter also tells us in his letter that “we have been born anew by an imperishable seed”. 
And this “is the seed of the word of God. This is what gets planted: the seed is the word of God, 
says the Lord. It gets planted”. 

Jesus explains in a parable that the Kingdom of Heaven is just “like a man who has sown the seed, 
then goes home, relaxes, works, keeps watch by night and by day, and the seed grows, it sprouts, 
without his knowing how”. 

The central question, Pope Francis explained, therefore asks, “how is it that this seed of God’s word 
grows and becomes the Kingdom of God, it grows and becomes the Church”. The Bishop of Rome 
identified “two sources” that accomplish this task: “the Holy Spirit — the power of the Holy Spirit — 
and Christian testimony”. 

First of all, the Pope explained, “we know that there’s no growth without the Spirit: it’s he who builds 
the Church, it’s he who makes the Church grow, it’s he who summons the community of the Church”. 
However, he continued, “Christian witness is also necessary”. And “when the testimony is finished, 
when historical circumstances call for strong witness, there are martyrs: the greatest witnesses!”. 
And it is here that the “Church is watered by the blood of martyrs”. This is truly “the beauty of 
martyrdom: it begins with testimony day by day, and may end with blood, like Jesus, the first martyr, 
the first witness, the faithful witness”. 

However, to be true, the testimony “must be unconditional” the Pontiff declared. The Gospel reading 
of the day’s liturgy (Mt 8:18-22) is clear on this point. “We heard what the Lord said”, when a disciple 
asked for a condition in order to follow him: “Lord, let me first go and bury my father”. But “the Lord 
stopped him: ‘No’!”. In fact, the Pope indicated, “testimony is unconditional, it must be firm, it must 
be decisive, it must have that language, so powerful, of Jesus: ‘yes yes, no no’!”. And this is precisely 
“the language of testimony”. 

Examining the history of “this Church of Rome, which grows, guided by the blood of martyrs”, the 
Pope then encouraged consideration “of today’s many martyrs who give their lives for the faith: the 
persecuted Christians”. Because, he said, “if in Nero’s persecution, there were many, today there 
are no fewer martyrs, persecuted Christians”. The facts are well known. “Let us think about the 
Middle East”, he said, “about the Christians who must flee from persecution” and “about the 
Christians killed by persecutors”. And “also about the Christians handled in an elegant manner, with 
white gloves: that is also persecution!” 



To the present day, the Pope repeated, “there are more witnesses, more martyrs in the Church than 
in the first centuries”. And “commemorating our glorious ancestors in the Mass here in Rome”, he 
called for thoughts and prayer also for “our brothers and sisters who live in persecution, who suffer 
and whose blood causes the seeds of many tiny Churches to grow”. Yes, he concluded, “let us pray 
for them and for us as well”. 

MORNING MEDITATION 
POPE FRANCIS 
30 June 2014 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION - APRIL 

That small farmers may receive a just reward for their precious labor. 

 

129. In order to continue providing employment, 
it is imperative to promote an economy which 
favours productive diversity and business 
creativity. For example, there is a great variety of 
small-scale food production systems which feed 
the greater part of the world’s peoples, using a 
modest amount of land and producing less waste, 
be it in small agricultural parcels, in orchards and 
gardens, hunting and wild harvesting or local 
fishing. Economies of scale, especially in the 
agricultural sector, end up forcing smallholders to 
sell their land or to abandon their traditional crops. 

Their attempts to move to other, more diversified, means of production prove fruitless because of 
the difficulty of linkage with regional and global markets, or because the infrastructure for sales and 
transport is geared to larger businesses. Civil authorities have the right and duty to adopt clear and 
firm measures in support of small producers and differentiated production. To ensure economic 
freedom from which all can effectively benefit, restraints occasionally have to be imposed on those 
possessing greater resources and financial power. To claim economic freedom while real conditions 
bar many people from actual access to it, and while possibilities for employment continue to shrink, 
is to practise a doublespeak which brings politics into disrepute. Business is a noble vocation, directed 
to producing wealth and improving our world. It can be a fruitful source of prosperity for the areas 
in which it operates, especially if it sees the creation of jobs as an essential part of its service to the 
common good. 

ENCYCLICAL LETTER 
LAUDATO SI’  
FRANCIS 
24 May 2015 
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“Rural credit” projects 

[…] Commendable is the emphasis placed by IFAD on promoting employment opportunities within 
rural communities, with a view to enabling them, in the long term, to become independent of outside 



aid. Assistance given to local producers serves to build up the economy and contributes to the overall 
development of the nation concerned. In this sense the “rural credit” projects, designed to assist 
smallholder farmers and agricultural workers with no land of their own, can boost the wider economy 
and provide greater food security for all. These projects also help indigenous communities to flourish 
on their own soil, and to live in harmony with their traditional culture, instead of being forced to 
uproot themselves in order to seek employment in overcrowded cities, teeming with social problems, 
where they often have to endure squalid living conditions. 

This approach has the particular merit of restoring the agricultural sector to its rightful place within 
the economy and the social fabric of developing nations. Here a valuable contribution can be made 
by Non-Governmental Organizations, some of which have close links with the Catholic Church and 
are committed to the application of her social teaching. The principle of subsidiarity requires that 
each group within society be free to make its proper contribution to the good of the whole. All too 
often, agricultural workers in developing nations are denied that opportunity, when their labour is 
greedily exploited, and their produce is diverted to distant markets, with little or no resulting benefit 
for the local community itself. 

Almost fifty years ago, my predecessor Blessed Pope John XXIII had this to say about the task of 
tilling the soil: “Those who live on the land can hardly fail to appreciate the nobility of the work they 
are called upon to do. They are living in close harmony with Nature – the majestic temple of 
Creation… Theirs is a work which carries with it a dignity all its own” (Mater et Magistra, 144-145). 
All human labour is a participation in the creative providence of Almighty God, but agricultural labour 
is so in a pre-eminent way. A truly humane society will always know how to appreciate and reward 
appropriately the contribution made by the agricultural sector. If properly supported and equipped, 
it has the potential to lift a nation out of poverty and to lay the foundations for increasing prosperity. 
[…] 

ADDRESS TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE 31st SESSION 
OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE INTERNATIONAL FUND 
FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (IFAD)* 
BENEDICT XVI 
20 February 2009 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – APRIL 

That Christians in Africa may give witness to love and faith in Jesus Christ amid 
political‐religious conflicts. 

[…] “Peace be with you” (Jn 20:19)! I welcome you 
on your pilgrimage ad Limina Apostolorum to the 
resting places of the Apostles for whose 
intercession we are here to pray, as you seek unity 
and strength inspired by their lives given in service 
of Christ and his Church. I thank Bishop Bhasera 
for his kind words of greeting on behalf of the 
Bishops and all Catholics of Zimbabwe; may these 
days of prayer and solidarity between their pastors 
and the Successor of Peter be a fruitful time of 
spiritual renewal. 

We can give praise to God for the authentic witness to the death and resurrection of Jesus given by 
the Church in Zimbabwe, which flourished early in the Christian history of Southern Africa. Your 
predecessors in the episcopate, joined with their priests, religious and lay coworkers – many of them 
missionaries from faraway countries – spent their lives so that the faith might take root and flourish 
in your land. Across Zimbabwe, mission stations blossomed into parishes and dioceses. The Church 
became indigenous, a strong young tree in the garden of the Lord, full of life and bearing rich fruit. 
Generations of Zimbabweans – including many political leaders – have been educated in Church 
schools. Catholic hospitals have taken care of the infirm for many decades, offering physical and 
psychological healing. Many vocations to the priesthood and religious life have come from your land, 
and these vocations continue. For all these graces, and despite every challenge, our prayer of thanks 
rises to God like an evening sacrifice. 

The Church in your country has stood fast with her people both before and after independence, now 
also in the years of overwhelming suffering as millions have left the country in frustration and 
desperation, as many lives have been lost, so many tears shed. In the exercise of your prophetic 
ministry, you gave dramatic voice to all the struggling people of your country, especially to the 
downtrodden and the refugees. I think particularly of your 2007 Pastoral Letter God Hears the Cry 
of the Oppressed: “The suffering people of Zimbabwe are groaning in agony: ‘Watchman, how much 
longer the night?’” There you showed how the crisis is both spiritual and moral, stretching from 
colonial times through the present moment, and how the “structures of sin” embedded in the social 
order are ultimately rooted in personal sin, requiring of all a profound personal conversion and a 
renewed moral sense enlightened by the Gospel. 

Christians find themselves on all sides of the conflict in Zimbabwe, and so I urge you to guide 
everyone with great tenderness towards unity and healing: this is a people both black and white, 
some richer but most exceedingly poorer, of numerous tribes; the followers of Christ belong to all 
political parties, some in positions of authority, many not. But together as the one pilgrim People of 
God, they need conversion and healing, in order to become ever more fully “one Body, one Spirit in 
Christ” (cf. Eph 4:4). Through preaching and works of the apostolate, may your local Churches 
demonstrate that “reconciliation is not an isolated act but a lengthy process by which all parties are 
re-established in love – a love that heals through the working of God’s word” (Africae Munus, 34). 



While Zimbabweans’ faithfulness is already a balm on some of these national wounds, I know that 
many people have reached their human limit, and do not know where to turn. In the midst of all 
this, I ask you to encourage the faithful never to lose sight of the ways in which God is hearing their 
supplications and answering their prayers, for, as you have written, he cannot fail to hear the cry of 
the poor. In this Easter season, as the Church throughout the world celebrates the victory of Christ 
over the power of sin and death, the Gospel of the resurrection which you are entrusted to proclaim 
must be clearly preached and lived in Zimbabwe. Let us never forget the lesson of the resurrection: 
“on razed land life breaks through, stubbornly yet invincibly. However dark things are, goodness 
always re-emerges and spreads. Each day in our world beauty is born anew, it rises transformed 
through the storms of history” (Evangelii Gaudium, 276). 

Fearlessly proclaim this Gospel of hope, bringing the Lord’s message into the brokenness of our 
time, tirelessly preaching forgiveness and the mercy of God. Keep encouraging the faithful to renew 
their personal encounter with the Risen Lord, and to return to the sacraments, especially to 
Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist, source and summit of our Christian life. […] 

ADDRESS TO THE BISHOPS OF THE EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE OF ZIMBABWE 
ON THEIR "AD LIMINA" VISIT 
POPE FRANCIS 
2 June 2014 
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The evangelization is the competence of all the Christian faithful 

As the Second Vatican Council made clear, the work of evangelization is not reserved to the clergy 
or religious, but is the competence of all the Christian faithful, who are called to proclaim the saving 
love they have experienced in the Lord Jesus (cf. Apostolicam Actuositatem, 6). I appreciate the 
efforts you have made to create new opportunities for the catechetical formation of the faithful and 
to reach out to the young, who are at that pivotal time of their lives when they are challenged to 
deepen their relationship with Christ and his Church, and looking to start families of their own. 
Confronted by so many challenges in contemporary society, including an increasingly secularized 
culture and fewer opportunities for dignified work, it is essential that wise and committed lay men 
and women guide young people in discerning the direction of their lives and in securing their future. 
For a more effective catechetical outreach, it is also important to continue to identify and prepare 
qualified lay leaders to assist in forming the faithful and thus make present “the fragrance of Christ’s 
closeness and his personal gaze” (Evangelii Gaudium, 169). 



Dear brother Bishops, together with the priests, men and women religious, and lay faithful of your 
local Churches, you are called to diffuse this fragrance of Christ in the midst of Ethiopia and Eritrea 
(cf. 2 Cor 2:14). Many years of conflict and continuing tensions, in addition to widespread poverty 
and drought conditions, have brought great suffering to the people. I thank you for the generous 
social programmes which, inspired by the Gospel, you provide in collaboration with various religious, 
charitable and governmental agencies, aimed at alleviating this suffering. I think especially of the 
many children you serve who experience hunger and who have been orphaned because of violence 
and poverty. I am mindful too of the young people who like so many of their friends and family 
would otherwise flee their homeland in search of greater opportunities, and risk losing their lives 
during dangerous journeys. And of course, we must always remember the many elderly who could 
so easily be forgotten in the midst of such hardships. Your efforts on their behalf, which give such 
a powerful witness to the love of God in your midst, are an extraordinary grace for the people. In 
your loving concern for the poor and downtrodden, may you continue to seek new opportunities to 
cooperate with civil authorities in advancing the common good. 

ADDRESS TO THE BISHOPS OF THE EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE OF ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA 
ON THEIR "AD LIMINA" VISIT 
POPE FRANCIS 
9 May 2014 
 
See full message: 
 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2014/may/documents/papa‐
francesco_20140509_ad‐limina‐etiopia‐eritrea.html 
 

© Copyright 2014 ‐ Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

   



UNIVERSAL INTENTION – MAY 

That in every country of the world, women may be honored and respected and 
that their essential contribution to society may be highly esteemed. 

[…] I give thanks to the Lord with you for all the 
good which the Italian Women’s Centre has 
accomplished during its almost 70 years of life, for 
the works you have implemented in the field of 
education and human advancement, and for the 
witness it has given on the role of women in 
society and in the ecclesial community. In fact, in 
the span of these last decades, along with other 
cultural and social transformations, the woman’s 
identity and role in the family, in society and in the 
Church, have seen notable changes, and in 

general the participation and responsibility of women has been increasing. 

The discernment by the Magisterium of the Popes has also been and is important in this process. In 
a special way we should mention Bl. John Paul II’s Apostolic Letter Mulieris Dignitatem of 1988, on 
the Dignity and Vocation of Women, a document that, in line with the teaching of Vatican II, 
recognized the moral strength of woman, her spiritual strength (cf. n. 30); and we also remember 
the Message for the 1995 World Day of Peace on the theme “Women: Teachers of Peace”. 

I recalled the indispensable contribution which women make to society, particularly through the 
sensitivity and intuition they show to others, the weak and the vulnerable. I congratulate you on 
seeing that many women share pastoral responsibilities with priests, helping to guide people, families 
and groups and offering new contributions to theological reflection. Indeed, I hoped that increasing 
space may be offered to women for a more widespread and incisive presence in the Church 
(cf. Evangelium Gaudium, n. 103). 

These new opportunities and responsibilities which have opened, and which I sincerely hope may 
further expand by the presence and work of women, both within the ecclesial and civil and 
professional spheres, cannot make us forget the woman’s irreplaceable role in the family. The gifts 
of refinement, particular sensitivity and tenderness, with which the woman’s spirit is richly endowed, 
represent not only a genuine strength for the life of the family, for spreading a climate of serenity 
and harmony, but a reality without which the human vocation cannot be fulfilled. 

If in the world of work and in the public sphere a more incisive contribution of women’s genius is 
important, this contribution remains essential within the family, which for we Christians is not simply 
a private place, but rather that “domestic Church”, whose health and prosperity is a condition for 
the health and prosperity of the Church and of society itself. Let us think of Our Lady: Our Lady 
creates something in the Church that priests, bishops and Popes cannot create. She is the authentic 
feminine genius. And let us think about Our Lady in families — about what Our Lady does in a family. 
It is clear that the presence of a woman in the domestic sphere is more necessary than ever, indeed 
for the transmission of sound moral principles and for the transmission of the faith itself to future 
generations. 



At this point one spontaneously asks: how can one increase an effective presence in so many areas 
of the public sphere, in the world of work and in the places where the most important decisions are 
taken, and at the same time maintain a presence and preferential and wholly special attention to 
the family? And this is the field for discernment which, in addition to the reflection on the reality of 
women in society, requires assiduous and persevering prayer. 

It is in dialogue with God, that is illumined by his Word and watered by the grace of the sacraments, 
that the Christian woman seeks ever anew to respond to the Lord’s call, in her practical 
circumstances. 

Such prayer is always supported by Mary’s maternal presence. May, she, who cared for her divine 
Son, who prompted the first miracle at the Wedding Feast of Cana, who was present on Calvary and 
at Pentecost, indicate to you the path to take in order to deepen the meaning and role of women in 
society in order to be completely faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ and to your mission in the world. 
Thank you! 

ADDRESS TO THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE NATIONAL CONGRESS  
SPONSORED BY THE ITALIAN WOMEN'S CENTRE 
POPE FRANCIS 
25 January 2014 
 
See full message: 
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Women may be highly esteemed 

I wish to share a few words with you, even if briefly, on the important theme that you have been 
discussing these days: woman’s vocation and mission in our time. I thank you for the contribution 
you have made as we commemorate the 25th anniversary of Pope John Paul II's Apostolic 
Letter Mulieris dignitatem: a historic document, the first of the Papal Magisterium entirely dedicated 
to the subject of woman. You have especially studied the point which states that God entrusts man, 
the human being, in a special way to woman (cf. n. 30). 

What does this “special entrusting”, this special entrusting of the human being to woman mean? It 
seems evident to me that my Predecessor is referring to motherhood. Many things can change and 
have changed in cultural and social evolution, but the fact remains that it is woman who conceives, 
carries and delivers the children of men. And this is not merely a biological fact; it entails a wealth 
of implications both for woman herself, her way of being, and for her relationships, her relation to 
human life and to life in general. In calling woman to motherhood, God entrusted the human being 
to her in an entirely special way. 



Here, however, two dangers are ever present, two opposite extremes that mortify woman and her 
vocation. The first is to reduce motherhood to a social role, to a task which, though regarded as 
noble, in fact, sets the woman and her potential aside and does not fully esteem her value in the 
structure of the community. This may happen both in civil and ecclesial circles. And, as a reaction 
to this, there is another danger in the opposite direction, that of promoting a kind of emancipation 
that, in order to fill areas that have been taken away from the male, deserts the feminine attributes 
with all it precious characteristics. And here I would like to stress that woman has a particular 
sensitivity to the “things of God”, above all in helping us understand the mercy, tenderness and love 
that God has for us. I also like to think of the Church not as an “it” but as a “she”. The Church is 
woman, she is mother, and this is beautiful. You must consider and go deeper into this. 

[…] In the Church as well, it is important to ask oneself: what sort of presence does woman have? 
I suffer — to tell you the truth — when I see in the Church or in Church organizations that the role 
of service, which we all have and should have... when a woman’s role of service slides 
into servidumbre [servitude]. I don't know if that is how you say it in Italian. Do you understand 
me? Service. When I see women carrying out acts of servitude, it is because the role a woman 
should play is not properly understood. What presence do women have in the Church? Can it be 
developed further? This question is close to my heart and that is why I wanted to meet with you — 
outside the norm, because a meeting of this kind was not scheduled — to bless you and your 
undertaking. […] 

ADDRESS TO PARTICIPANTS IN A SEMINAR  
ORGANIZED BY THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR THE LAITY  
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF "MULIERIS DIGNITATEM" 
POPE FRANCIS 
12 October 2013 
 
 
See full message: 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – MAY 

That families, communities, and groups may pray the Holy Rosary for 
evangelization and peace. 

 

1. First: the family prays.  The Gospel passage 
speaks about two ways of praying, one is false – 
that of the Pharisee – and the other is authentic – 
that of the tax collector.  The Pharisee embodies 
an attitude which does not express thanksgiving 
to God for his blessings and his mercy, but rather 
self-satisfaction.  The Pharisee feels himself 
justified, he feels his life is in order, he boasts of 
this, and he judges others from his pedestal.  The 
tax collector, on the other hand, does not multiply 
words.  His prayer is humble, sober, pervaded by 

a consciousness of his own unworthiness, of his own needs.  Here is a man who truly realizes that 
he needs God’s forgiveness and his mercy. 

The prayer of the tax collector is the prayer of the poor man, a prayer pleasing to God.  It is a prayer 
which, as the first reading says, “will reach to the clouds” (Sir 35:20), unlike the prayer of the 
Pharisee, which is weighed down by vanity. 

In the light of God’s word, I would like to ask you, dear families: Do you pray together from time to 
time as a family?  Some of you do, I know.  But so many people say to me: But how can we? As the 
tax collector does, it is clear: humbly, before God.  Each one, with humility, allowing themselves to 
be gazed upon by the Lord and imploring his goodness, that he may visit us.  But in the family how 
is this done? After all, prayer seems to be something personal, and besides there is never a good 
time, a moment of peace…  Yes, all that is true enough, but it is also a matter of humility, of realizing 
that we need God, like the tax collector!  And all familes, we need God: all of us! We need his help, 
his strength, his blessing, his mercy, his forgiveness.  And we need simplicity to pray as a family: 
simplicity is necessary! Praying the Our Father together, around the table, is not something 
extraordinary: it’s easy. And praying the Rosary together, as a family, is very beautiful and a source 
of great strength!  And also praying for one another! The husband for his wife, the wife for her 
husband, both together for their children, the children for their grandparents….praying for each 
other.  This is what it means to pray in the family and it is what makes the family strong: prayer. 
[…] 

HOLY MASS FOR THE FAMILY DAY 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE YEAR OF FAITH 
HOMILY  
POPE FRANCIS 
27 October 2013 
 
 
 



See full message: 
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The prayer of the Holy Rosary 

[…] The Lord speaks to us in the depths of our conscience, he speaks to us through Sacred Scripture, 
he speaks to us in prayer. Learn to stay before him in silence. to read and meditate on the Bible, 
especially the Gospels, to converse with him every day in order to feel his presence of friendship 
and love. Here I would like to emphasize the beauty of a simple contemplative prayer, accessible to 
all, great and small, the educated and those with little education. It is the prayer of the Holy Rosary. 
In the Rosary we turn to the Virgin Mary so that she may guide us to an ever closer union with her 
Son Jesus to bring us into conformity with him, to have his sentiments and to behave like him. 
Indeed, in the Rosary while we repeat the Hail Mary we meditate on the Mysteries, on the events of 
Christ’s life, so as to know and love him ever better. The Rosary is an effective means for opening 
ourselves to God, for it helps us to overcome egotism and to bring peace to hearts, in the family, in 
society and in the world. 

Dear young people, Christ’s love and his friendship are not an illusion — Jesus on the Cross shows 
how real they are — nor are they the privilege of a few. You will discover this friendship and feel its 
full fruitfulness and beauty if you seek it with sincerity, open yourselves to him with trust, cultivate 
your spiritual life with perseverance, receiving the sacraments, meditating on Sacred Scripture, 
praying assiduously, and living with deep involvement in the Christian community. May you feel a 
living part of the Church, committed to evangelization, in union with your brothers and sisters in the 
faith and in communion with your Pastors. Do not be afraid to live out faith! Be witnesses of Christ 
in your daily environment, with simplicity and courage. Above all may you be able to show those 
you meet, your peers, the Face of mercy and the love of God who always forgives, encourages and 
imbues hope. May you always be attentive to the other, especially to people who are poorer and 
weaker, living and bearing witness to brotherly love, to counter all forms of selfishness and 
withdrawal. […] 

MESSAGE TO YOUNG LITHUANIANS  
ON THE OCCASION OF THE "SIXTH NATIONAL YOUTH DAY" 
OF LITHUANIA CELEBRATED IN KAUNAS 
POPE FRANCIS 
21 June 2013 
 
See full message: 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION – JUNE 

That the aged, marginalized, and those who have no one may find–even within 
the huge cities of the world–opportunities for encounter and solidarity. 

[…] In a special way, old age is a time of grace, in 
which the Lord renews his call to us: he calls us to 
safeguard and transmit the faith, he calls us to 
pray, especially to intercede; he calls us to be close 
to those in need.... The elderly, grandparents have 
the ability to understand the most difficult of 
situations: a great ability! And when they pray for 
these situations, their prayer is strong; it is 
powerful! 

Grandparents, who have received the blessing to 
see their children’s children (cf. Ps 128: 6), are 

entrusted with a great responsibility: to transmit their life experience, their family history, the history 
of a community, of a people; to share wisdom with simplicity, and the faith itself — the most precious 
heritage! Happy is the family who have grandparents close by! A grandfather is a father twice over 
and a grandmother is a mother twice over. In those Countries where religious persecution has been 
cruel — I am thinking, for instance, of Albania, where I was last Sunday — in those Countries it was 
the grandparents who brought the children to be baptized in secret, to give them the faith. Well 
done! They were brave in persecution and they saved the faith in those Countries! 

But not every older person, grandfather, grandmother, has a family who can take him or her in. And 
so homes for the elderly are welcome... may they be real homes and not prisons! And may they be 
for the elderly, and not for the interests of anyone else! They must not be institutions where the 
elderly live forgotten, hidden and neglected.  I feel close to the many elderly who live in these 
institutions, and I think with gratitude of those who go to visit and care for them. Homes for the 
elderly should be the “lungs” of humanity in a town, a neighbourhood or a parish. They should be 
the “sanctuaries” of humanity where one who is old and weak is cared for and protected like a big 
brother or sister. It is so good to go visit an elderly person! Look at our children: sometimes we see 
them listless and sad; they go visit an elderly person and become joyful! 

However, the reality is that elderly people are being abandoned: the elderly are so often discarded 
with an attitude of abandonment, which is actually real and hidden euthanasia! It is the result of a 
throw away culture which is so harmful to our world. Children are thrown away, young people are 
thrown away, because they have no work, and the elderly are thrown away with the pretence of 
maintaining a “balanced” economy, which has at its centre not the human person but money. We 
are all called to oppose this poisonous, throw away culture! 

We Christians, together with all people of good will, are called to patiently build a more diverse, 
more welcoming, more humane, more inclusive society that does not need to discard those who are 
weak in body and mind. On the contrary we need a society which measures its success on how the 
weak are cared for. 



As Christians and as citizens, we are called to envision, with imagination and wisdom, ways of facing 
this challenge. A people who does not take care of grandparents, who does not treat them well has 
no future! Why does it have no future? Because such a people loses its memory and is torn from its 
roots. But beware: it is your responsibility to keep these roots alive in yourselves with prayer, by 
reading the Gospel and with works of mercy. In this way we will remain as living trees, that even in 
old age will not stop bearing fruit. One of the most beautiful aspects of family life, of our human life 
as a family, is caressing a baby and being caressed by a grandfather and a grandmother. Thank 
you! 

MEETING WITH THE ELDERLY 
POPE FRANCIS 
28 September 2014 
 
See full message: 
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Grandpa’s table 

[…] “We live in a time when the elderly don’t count”, he said. “It’s unpleasant to say it, but they are 
set aside because they are considered a nuisance”. And yet, he added, “the elderly pass on history, 
doctrine, faith and they leave them to us as an inheritance. They are like a fine vintage wine; that 
is, they have within themselves the power to give us this noble inheritance”. 

Pope Francis then pointed to another man who was “advanced in age and of noble presence”, the 
aged Polycarp who was sentenced to the stake. “When the fire began to burn”, the Bishop of Rome 
recounted, “those around him could only smell the pleasant odour of fresh-baked bread. This is what 
the elderly are for us”, he continued, “Fine vintage wine and good bread”. “And yet”, he lamented 
“especially in this world they are considered a nuisance”. 

The Pope then recalled a story he was told as a young child. “There was a father, mother and their 
many children, and a grandfather lived with them. He was quite old, and when he was at table 
eating soup, he would get everything dirty: his mouth, the serviette … it was not a pretty sight! One 
day the father said that, given what was happening to the grandfather, from that day forward he 
would eat alone. And so he bought a little table, and placed it in the kitchen. And so the grandfather 
ate alone in the kitchen while the family ate in the dining room. After some days, the father returned 
home from work and found one of his children playing with wood. He asked him: ‘What are you 
doing?’ to which the child replied: ‘I am playing carpenter’. ‘And what are you building?’ the father 
asked. ‘A table for you, papa, for when you get old like grandpa’. This story has stayed with me for 
a lifetime and done me great good”, Pope Francis said. “Grandparents are a treasure”. 



Returning to what the Scriptures teach us about the elderly, Pope Francis then cited the Letter to 
the Hebrews. “There we read: ‘Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God: 
consider the outcome of their life, and imitate their faith’ (13:7). The remembrance of our ancestors 
leads us to imitate their faith. It is true that old age is at times unpleasant, because of the illnesses 
it brings. But the wisdom of our grandparents is the inheritance we ought to receive. A people that 
does not care for its grandparents, that does not respect its grandparents, has no future since it has 
lost its memory. Faced with martyrdom, Eleazar was aware of his responsibility to the young. He 
thought about God, but he also thought about the young, saying: ‘I must give the young a credible 
example to the very end’”. 

Pope Francis concluded: “We would do well to think about the many elderly men and women, about 
those who are in rest homes and also those — it is an unpleasant word but let us say it — who have 
been abandoned by their loved ones. Let us pray for them that they may be consistent to the very 
end. This is the role of the elderly, this is the treasure. Let us pray for our grandfathers and 
grandmothers who often played a heroic role in handing on the faith in times of persecution. 
Especially in times past, when fathers and mothers often were not at home or had strange ideas, 
confused as they were by the fashionable ideologies of the day, grandmothers were the ones who 
handed on the Faith”. 

MORNING MEDITATION 
POPE FRANCIS 
19 November 2013 

See full message: 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – JUNE 

That seminarians and men and women entering religious life may have mentors 
who live the joy of the Gospel and prepare them wisely for their mission. 

[…] True joy does not come from things or from 
possessing, no! It is born from the encounter, from 
the relationship with others, it is born from feeling 
accepted, understood and loved, and from 
accepting, from understanding and from loving; 
and this is not because of a passing fancy but 
because the other is a person. Joy is born from the 
gratuitousness of an encounter! It is hearing 
someone say, but not necessarily with words: “You 
are important to me”. This is beautiful.... And it is 

these very words that God makes us understand. In calling you God says to you: “You are important 



to me, I love you, I am counting on you”. Jesus says this to each one of us! Joy is born from that! 
The joy of the moment in which Jesus looked at me. Understanding and hearing this is the secret of 
our joy. Feeling loved by God, feeling that for him we are not numbers but people; and hearing him 
calling us. Becoming a priest or a man or woman religious is not primarily our own decision. I do 
not trust that seminarian or that woman novice who says: “I have chosen this path”. I do not like 
this! It won’t do! Rather it is the response to a call and to a call of love. I hear something within me 
which moves me and I answer “yes”. It is in prayer that the Lord makes us understand this love, 
but it is also through so many signs that we can read in our life, in the many people he sets on our 
path. And the joy of the encounter with him and with his call does not lead to shutting oneself in 
but to opening oneself; it leads to service in the Church. St Thomas said: “bonum est diffusivum sui” 
— the Latin is not very difficult! — Good spreads. And joy also spreads. Do not be afraid to show 
the joy of having answered the Lord’s call, of having responded to his choice of love and of bearing 
witness to his Gospel in service to the Church. And joy, true joy, is contagious; it is infectious... it 
impels one forward. Instead when you meet a seminarian who is excessively serious, too sad, or a 
novice like this, you think: but something has gone wrong here! The joy of the Lord is lacking, the 
joy that prompts you to serve, the joy of the encounter with Jesus which brings you to encounter 
others to proclaim Jesus. This is missing! There is no holiness in sadness, there isn’t any! St Teresa 
— there are many Spaniards here and they know it well — said: “a saint who is sad is a sad saint”. 
It is not worth much.... When you see a seminarian, a priest, a sister or a novice with a a long face, 
gloomy, who seems to have thrown a soaking wet blanket over their life, one of those heavy 
blankets... which pulls one down.... Something has gone wrong! But please: never any sisters, never 
any priests with faces like “chilis pickled in vinegar” — never! The joy that comes from Jesus. Think 
about this: when a priest — I say a priest, but also a seminarian — when a priest or a sister lacks 
joy he or she is sad; you might think: “but this is a psychological problem”. No. It is true: that may 
be, that may be so, yes, it might. It might happen, some, poor things, fall sick.... It might be so. 
However in general it is not a psychological problem. Is it a problem of dissatisfaction? Well, yes! 
But what is at the heart of this lack of joy? It is a matter of celibacy. I will explain to you. You, 
seminarians, sisters, consecrate your love to Jesus, a great love. Your heart is for Jesus and this 
leads us to make the vow of chastity, the vow of celibacy. However the vow of chastity and the vow 
of celibacy do not end at the moment the vow is taken, they endure.... A journey that matures, that 
develops towards pastoral fatherhood, towards pastoral motherhood, and when a priest is not a 
father to his community, when a sister is not a mother to all those with whom she works, he or she 
becomes sad. This is the problem. For this reason I say to you: the root of sadness in pastoral life 
is precisely in the absence of fatherhood or motherhood that comes from living this consecration 
unsatisfactorily which on the contrary must lead us to fertility. It is impossible to imagine a priest or 
a sister who are not fertile: this is not Catholic! This is not Catholic! This is the beauty of consecration: 
it is joy, joy. 

However I do not want to embarrass this good sister [addressing an elderly nun in the front row] 
who was in front of the crowd barrier, poor thing, she was really squashed, but she had a happy 
face. It did me good to look at your face, sister! You may have had many years of consecrated life, 
but you have beautiful eyes, you were smiling, you did not complain of being squashed.... When 
you find examples like this, many sisters, many priests who are joyful, it is because they are fertile, 
they give life, life, life.... They give this life because they find it in Jesus! In the joy of Jesus! Joy, no 
sadness, pastoral fecundity. 



To be joyful witnesses of the Gospel it is necessary to be authentic and consistent. And this is 
another word that I want to say to you: “authenticity”. Jesus severely reprimanded the hypocrites: 
hypocrites, those who think within themselves something other than what they say: those who — 
to say it clearly — are two-faced. To speak of authenticity to young people costs nothing because 
the young — all of them — have this wish to be authentic, to be consistent. And you are all disgusted 
when you find in us priests who we are not authentic, or sisters who are not authentic! 

This is a primary responsibility of all adults, of formators. And it is your responsibility, you formators 
who are here: to set an example of consistency to the youngest. Do we want consistent young 
people? Are we consistent? On the contrary, the Lord will say to us what he said to the People of 
God about the Pharisees: “Do what they say but not what they do!”. Consistence and authenticity! 

However, you too, in turn, seek to follow this road. I always say what St Francis of Assisi stated: 
Christ has sent us to proclaim the Gospel with words too. The sentence goes like this: “Always 
proclaim the Gospel. And if necessary, with words”. What does this mean? Proclaiming the Gospel 
with an authentic life, with a consistent life. But in this world to which wealth does so much damage 
it is necessary that we priests, that we sisters, that all of us be consistent with our poverty! But 
when you find that money is the principal concern of an educational, parochial or indeed any other 
institution, this is not good. It is not good! It is an inconsistency! We must be consistent and 
authentic. On this route, let us do what St Francis says: preach the Gospel with our example and 
then with words! However, it is in our life that others must first be able to read the Gospel! Here 
too, without fear, with our shortcomings which we try to correct, with our limitations which the Lord 
knows, but also with our generosity in letting him act through us. […] 

MEETING WITH SEMINARIANS AND NOVICES 
POPE FRANCIS 
6 July 2013 

See full message: 
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Sisters and priests free from idolatry 

Pope Francis reflected on the day’s Gospel from St Mark (10:17-27), in which the evangelist recounts 
Jesus’ calling of the rich young man. “It is a story we have heard many times”, Pope Francis said. 
The man ran up to Jesus “and knelt before him”. And he does so “before a great crowd” because 
“he greatly desired to hear Jesus’ words” and “something in his heart was prompting him”. Thus, 
“kneeling before him”, he asks him what he must do in order to inherit eternal life. “It was the Holy 
Spirit” who was moving the heart of this man, the Pope said. Indeed, he was “a good man, for he 
observed the commandments from his youth”. However, “for him, being good did not suffice: he 
wanted more! The Holy Spirit was urging him on”. 



“Jesus fixed his gaze upon him, happy to hear these things”, the Pope said. So much so that “the 
Gospel tells us that he loved him”. Therefore, “Jesus also sensed his enthusiasm. And this is what 
he proposed: sell what you have and come with me to preach the Gospel!”. However, the evangelist 
tells us that “at that saying his countenance fell, and he went away sorrowful”. 

This good man “had come with hope and with joy to see Jesus; he asked his question; he listened 
to Jesus’ words; and he made his decision: to go away”. Thus “the joy that moved him, the joy of 
the Holy Spirit, was turned into sadness”. Indeed, Mark says that “he went away sorrowful; for he 
had great possessions”. 

The problem was that “his restless heart”, which the Holy Spirit was prompting “to draw near to 
Jesus and to follow him, was a heart that was full”. Yet “he did not have the courage to empty it” 
and instead, “he chose money!”. He had “a heart filled with money”, the Pope said. He was not a 
thief or a criminal. He was a good man. He never stole or cheated. His was “honest money” but “his 
heart was imprisoned by it, he was attached to money and he didn’t have the freedom to choose”. 
Therefore, in the end, “money chose for him”. 

The Pope then reflected on the question of vocation. And his thoughts turned to young people who 
“in their hearts feel this call to draw near to Jesus; who are enthusiastic, who are not afraid to go 
to Jesus, who are not embarrassed to kneel before him”. Those who like the rich young man, “give 
a sign of public witness to their faith in Jesus Christ”. 

Pope Francis said that there are many young people today who feel this call. But “when their hearts 
are filled with something else, and because they are not courageous enough to empty them, they 
turn back”. And thus “their joy is turned to sadness”. How many young people there are, he said, 
who possess that joy of which St Peter speaks in his first Letter (1:3-9): “Rejoice with unutterable 
and exalted joy, as you obtain the goal of your faith”. Truly, he said, these young people are “many, 
but there is something standing in their way stopping them”. 

“When we ask the Lord to send vocations to proclaim the Gospel, he sends them”. And yet some 
say: “Father, things in the world are going so badly: there are no vocations to be a sister, there are 
no priestly vocations, we are going to end in ruin!”. 

“There are many vocations”, the Pope said. Yet, he asked, if they are so numerous “why do we need 
to ask the Lord to send them?”. He replied: “We need to pray that the hearts of these young people 
might be emptied: emptied of other interests, emptied of other loves, that their hearts might become 
free”. This, he said, is the true “prayer for vocations: Lord, send us sisters, send us priests; defend 
them from the idolatry of vanity, from the idolatry of pride, from the idolatry of power, from the 
idolatry of money”. And, he explained, “our prayer helps to prepare their hearts to closely follow the 
Lord”. 

The Pope noted how many young people there are today like the rich young man. And he asked: 
“what do we do for them?”. The first thing to be done, he said, is to pray: “Lord, help these young 
people to be free and not to be slaves” so that “they might have a heart only for you”. In this way, 
he said, “the call of the Lord can come and bear fruit”. 

Pope Francis concluded his homily by inviting those who were present to recite often “this prayer 
for vocations”, with the awareness that “there are vocations”. It falls to us, he said, to pray that 



“they might grow, that the Lord might enter into their hearts and give them this ‘unutterable and 
exalted joy’ which every person has who closely follows the Lord”. 

MORNING MEDITATION 
POPE FRANCIS 
3 March 2014 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION – JULY 

That indigenous peoples, whose identity and very existence are threatened, will 
be shown due respect. 

4. One of the objectives of a State ruled by law is 
that all its citizens may enjoy the same dignity and 
the same equality before the law. Nonetheless, the 
existence of minorities as identifiable groups within 
a State raises the question of their specific rights 
and duties. 

Many of these rights and duties have to do 
precisely with the relationship of minority groups 
to the State. In some cases, these rights have been 
codified and minorities enjoy specific legal 
protection. But not infrequently, even where the 

State guarantees such protection, minorities can suffer discrimination and exclusion. In these cases, 
the State itself has an obligation to promote and foster the rights of the minority groups, since peace 
and internal security can only be guaranteed through respect for the rights of all those for whom 
the State has responsibility. 

5. The first right of minorities is the right to exist. This right can be ignored in many ways, including 
such extreme cases as its denial through overt or indirect forms of genocide. The right to life as 
such is inalienable, and the State which perpetrates or tolerates acts aimed at endangering the lives 
of its citizens belonging to minority groups violates the fundamental law governing the social order. 

6. The right to exist can be undermined also in more subtle ways. Certain peoples, especially those 
identified as native or indigenous, have always maintained a special relationship to their land, a 
relationship connected with the group's very identity as a people having their own tribal, cultural 
and religious traditions. When such indigenous peoples are deprived of their land they lose a vital 
element of their way of life and actually run the risk of disappearing as a people. 

7. Another right which must be safeguarded is the right of minorities to preserve and develop their 
own culture. It is not unheard of that minority groups are threatened with cultural extinction. In 
some places, in fact, laws have been enacted which do not recognize their right to use their own 
language. At times people are forced to change their family and place names. Some minorities 
see their artistic and literary expressions ignored, with their festivals and celebrations given no place 
in public life. All this can lead to the loss of a notable cultural heritage. Closely connected with this 
right is the right to have contact with groups having a common cultural and historical heritage but 
living in the territory of another State. 

MESSAGE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 
WORLD DAY OF PEACE 
JOHN PAUL II 
8 December 1988 
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Concern for the vulnerable 

209. Jesus, the evangelizer par excellence and the Gospel in person, identifies especially with the 
little ones (cf. Mt 25:40). This reminds us Christians that we are called to care for the vulnerable of 
the earth. But the current model, with its emphasis on success and self-reliance, does not appear to 
favour an investment in efforts to help the slow, the weak or the less talented to find opportunities 
in life. 

210. It is essential to draw near to new forms of poverty and vulnerability, in which we are called to 
recognize the suffering Christ, even if this appears to bring us no tangible and immediate benefits. 
I think of the homeless, the addicted, refugees, indigenous peoples, the elderly who are increasingly 
isolated and abandoned, and many others. Migrants present a particular challenge for me, since I 
am the pastor of a Church without frontiers, a Church which considers herself mother to all. For this 
reason, I exhort all countries to a generous openness which, rather than fearing the loss of local 
identity, will prove capable of creating new forms of cultural synthesis. How beautiful are those cities 
which overcome paralysing mistrust, integrate those who are different and make this very integration 
a new factor of development! How attractive are those cities which, even in their architectural design, 
are full of spaces which connect, relate and favour the recognition of others! 

APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM 
POPE FRANCIS 
24 November 2013 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – JULY 

That the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, by means of her mission to 
the continent, may announce the Gospel with renewed vigor and enthusiasm. 
 

“Go and make disciples of all nations”. With these 
words, Jesus is speaking to each one of us, saying: 
“It was wonderful to take part in World Youth Day, 
to live the faith together with young people from 
the four corners of the earth, but now you must 
go, now you must pass on this experience to 
others.” Jesus is calling you to be a disciple with a 
mission! Today, in the light of the word of God that 
we have heard, what is the Lord saying to us? 
What is the Lord saying to us? Three simple 
ideas: Go, do not be afraid, and serve. 

1. Go. During these days here in Rio, you have been able to enjoy the wonderful experience of 
meeting Jesus, meeting him together with others, and you have sensed the joy of faith. But the 
experience of this encounter must not remain locked up in your life or in the small group of your 
parish, your movement, or your community. That would be like withholding oxygen from a flame 
that was burning strongly. Faith is a flame that grows stronger the more it is shared and passed on, 
so that everyone may know, love and confess Jesus Christ, the Lord of life and history (cf. Rom 10:9). 

Careful, though! Jesus did not say: “go, if you would like to, if you have the time”, but he said: “Go 
and make disciples of all nations.” Sharing the experience of faith, bearing witness to the faith, 
proclaiming the Gospel: this is a command that the Lord entrusts to the whole Church, and that 
includes you; but it is a command that is born not from a desire for domination, from the desire for 
power, but from the force of love, from the fact that Jesus first came into our midst and did not give 
us just a part of himself, but he gave us the whole of himself, he gave his life in order to save us 
and to show us the love and mercy of God. Jesus does not treat us as slaves, but as people who are 
free , as friends, as brothers and sisters; and he not only sends us, he accompanies us, he is always 
beside us in our mission of love. 

Where does Jesus send us? There are no borders, no limits: he sends us to everyone. The Gospel is 
for everyone, not just for some. It is not only for those who seem closer to us, more receptive, more 
welcoming. It is for everyone. Do not be afraid to go and to bring Christ into every area of life, to 
the fringes of society, even to those who seem farthest away, most indifferent. The Lord seeks all, 
he wants everyone to feel the warmth of his mercy and his love. 

In particular, I would like Christ’s command: “Go” to resonate in you young people from the Church 
in Latin America, engaged in the continental mission promoted by the Bishops. Brazil, Latin America, 
the whole world needs Christ! Saint Paul says: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!” (1 
Cor 9:16). This continent has received the proclamation of the Gospel which has marked its history 
and borne much fruit. Now this proclamation is entrusted also to you, that it may resound with fresh 
power. The Church needs you, your enthusiasm, your creativity and the joy that is so characteristic 
of you. A great Apostle of Brazil, Blessed José de Anchieta, set off on the mission when he was only 



nineteen years old. Do you know what the best tool is for evangelizing the young? Another young 
person. This is the path for all of you to follow! 

2. Do not be afraid. Some people might think: “I have no particular preparation, how can I go and 
proclaim the Gospel?” My dear friend, your fear is not so very different from that of Jeremiah, as we 
have just heard in the reading, when he was called by God to be a prophet. “Ah, Lord God! Behold, 
I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth”. God says the same thing to you as he said to 
Jeremiah: “Be not afraid ... for I am with you to deliver you” (Jer 1:7,8). He is with us! 

“Do not be afraid!” When we go to proclaim Christ, it is he himself who goes before us and guides 
us. When he sent his disciples on mission, he promised: “I am with you always” (Mt28:20). And this 
is also true for us! Jesus never leaves anyone alone! He always accompanies us . 

And then, Jesus did not say: “One of you go”, but “All of you go”: we are sent together. Dear young 
friends, be aware of the companionship of the whole Church and also the communion of the saints 
on this mission. When we face challenges together, then we are strong, we discover resources we 
did not know we had. Jesus did not call the Apostles to live in isolation, he called them to form a 
group, a community. I would like to address you, dear priests concelebrating with me at this 
Eucharist: you have come to accompany your young people, and this is wonderful, to share this 
experience of faith with them! Certainly he has rejuvenated all of you. The young make everyone 
feel young. But this experience is only a stage on the journey. Please, continue to accompany them 
with generosity and joy, help them to become actively engaged in the Church; never let them feel 
alone! And here I wish to thank from the heart the youth ministry teams from the movements and 
new communities that are accompanying the young people in their experience of being Church, in 
such a creative and bold way. Go forth and don’t be afraid! 

3. The final word: serve. The opening words of the psalm that we proclaimed are: “Sing to the Lord 
a new song” (Psalm 95:1). What is this new song? It does not consist of words, it is not a melody, 
it is the song of your life, it is allowing our life to be identified with that of Jesus, it is sharing his 
sentiments, his thoughts, his actions. And the life of Jesus is a life for others. The life of Jesus is a 
life for others. It is a life of service. 

In our Second Reading today, Saint Paul says: “I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win 
the more” (1 Cor 9:19). In order to proclaim Jesus, Paul made himself “a slave to all”. Evangelizing 
means bearing personal witness to the love of God, it is overcoming our selfishness, it is serving by 
bending down to wash the feet of our brethren, as Jesus did. 

Three ideas: Go, do not be afraid, and serve. Go, do not be afraid, and serve. If you follow these 
three ideas, you will experience that the one who evangelizes is evangelized, the one who transmits 
the joy of faith receives more joy. Dear young friends, as you return to your homes, do not be afraid 
to be generous with Christ, to bear witness to his Gospel. In the first Reading, when God sends the 
prophet Jeremiah, he gives him the power to “pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to 
overthrow, to build and to plant” (1:10). It is the same for you. Bringing the Gospel is bringing God’s 
power to pluck up and break down evil and violence, to destroy and overthrow the barriers of 
selfishness, intolerance and hatred, so as to build a new world. Dear young friends, Jesus Christ is 
counting on you! The Church is counting on you! The Pope is counting on you! May Mary, Mother 
of Jesus and our Mother, always accompany you with her tenderness: “Go and make disciples of all 
nations”. Amen. 
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Move peoples’ hearts 

[…] The temptation to clericalism, which greatly harms the Church in Latin America, is an obstacle 
to the development of Christian maturity and responsibility in a large section of the laity. Clericalism 
involves a self-referential attitude, implying a group mentality that weakens the impetus directed at 
an encounter with the Lord, who makes us his disciples, and our outreach to men who await the 
proclamation of the Gospel. Therefore, I think it is important, even urgent, to form ministers who 
are capable of closeness, of encounter, who know how to move peoples’ hearts, to walk with them, 
to enter into dialogue with their hopes and fears. The Bishops cannot delegate this work. They 
should engage it as a fundamental aspect of the life of the Church, sparing no effort, care and 
support. Furthermore, a good formation requires solid and lasting structures that prepare them to 
face the challenges of our time and to carry the light of the Gospel to the various situations that 
priests, consecrated men and women, and lay faithful will encounter in their apostolate. Today’s 
culture demands a serious, thorough formation. And I wonder if we have a sufficient capacity for 
self-criticism to assess the results of very small seminaries suffering from a shortage of adequately 
trained personnel. 

I want to dedicate a few words to the consecrated life. Consecrated life is a leaven in the Church. A 
leaven of what the Lord wants, a leaven that makes the Church grow toward the final manifestation 
of Christ Jesus. I ask consecrated men and women to be faithful to the charism they have received; 
I ask that in their service of the hierarchical Holy Mother Church, they do not allow the grace which 
the Holy Spirit gave to their founders, and which they must hand on in its entirety, to fade. And this 
is the great prophetic gift of consecrated men and women, that charism they received for the good 
of the Church. Go forward in creative fidelity to the charism you have received in order to serve the 
Church. […] 

VIDEO-MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS  TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE PILGRIMAGE-MEETING  
AT THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF  GUADALUPE  
POPE FRANCIS 
16 November 2013 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION – AUGUST 
 

That sports may be an opportunity for friendly encounters between peoples and may 
contribute to peace in the world. 
 

I am delighted to meet with you on the occasion of 
the Interreligious Match for Peace in which you will 
play tonight at Rome’s Olympic Stadium. I thank 
you for readily fulfilling my wish to see champions 
and coaches from various countries and religions 
compete in a sporting event to bear witness to the 
feelings of brotherhood and friendship. My special 
thanks go to the people and organizations that 

have contributed to the realization of this event. I am thinking especially of “Scholas Occurrentes” 
which is part of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, and the “PUPI Foundation”. 

The game this evening will certainly be an opportunity to raise funds in support of solidarity projects, 
but it will be above all an opportunity to reflect on the universal values that football and sports in 
general can foster: loyalty, sharing, acceptance, dialogue, trust in others. These are values common 
to every person regardless of race, culture and religious creed. Indeed, tonight’s sporting event is a 
highly symbolic gesture to help one understand that it is possible to build a culture of encounter and 
a world of peace, where believers of different religions, while preserving their own identity — for 
when I said “regardless” this did not mean “setting aside”, no. Believers of different religions, while 
preserving their own identity, can coexist in harmony and mutual respect. 

We all know that sport, especially football, is a human and social phenomenon of great importance, 
one that has an impact on contemporary customs and mindsets. People, especially young people, 
look to you with admiration for your athletic abilities. It is important to set a good example both on 
and off the field. In sports competitions you are called to demonstrate that sport which expresses 
the joy of life, of games, is a celebration, and as such it must be appreciated through the recovery 
of its gratuitousness, its capacity to foster the bonds of friendship and strengthen openness between 
people. Also with your daily behaviour, full of faith and spirituality, humanity and altruism, you can 
render testimony to the ideals of peaceful civil and social coexistence, for the edification of a 
civilization founded on love, on solidarity and on peace. And this is the culture of encounter: working 
for this. 

May the football match tonight revive in those who are taking part the awareness of the need to 
commit oneself so that sports may contribute effectively and fruitfully to the peaceful coexistence of 
all peoples, excluding any discrimination of race, language and religion. You know that discrimination 
can be synonymous with scorn. Discrimination is a form of scorn, and you, with this game tonight, 
will say ‘no’ to every kind of discrimination. Religions in particular are called to be vehicles of peace 
and never hatred, for in the name of God one needs to bear love, always and only. Religion and 
sports, understood in this authentic way, can work together and offer to all of society eloquent signs 
of the new era in which “nation shall not lift up sword against nation” (cf. Is 2:4). 



On such a unique and meaningful occasion as this match tonight, I want to deliver this message to 
all of you: expand your hearts as brothers to brothers! This is one of the secrets of life: to expand 
our hearts as brothers to brothers, and that is also the deepest and most authentic aspect of sports. 

ADDRESS TO SOCCER PLAYERS AND PROMOTERS 
OF THE INTERRELIGIOUS MATCH FOR PEACE 
POPE FRANCIS 
1 September 2014 
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“Citius, altius, fortius” 

[…] For 100 years the Italian National Olympic Committee has promoted, organized, led sport in 
Italy, not only with regard to great world events such as the Olympics, but also by enhancing its 
popular, social, educational and cultural aspects. It does so by drawing inspiration from the 
fundamental principles of the Olympic Charter, which, among its main principles, poses the centrality 
of the person, the harmonious development of humankind, the defense of human dignity, and also 
that of contributing “to building a peaceful and better world, without war or tension, by educating 
youth through sport practised without discrimination of any kind... with a spirit of friendship, 
solidarity and fair play (International Olympic Committee, Olympic Charter, n. 6). 

Sport has always favoured universality characterized by fraternity and friendship among peoples, 
understanding and peace among nations, out of respect, tolerance, harmony of differences. Every 
sporting event, especially those of the Olympics, where representatives of nations with histories, 
cultures, traditions, faiths and different values meet, can become a channel of an ideal force capable 
of opening new and sometimes unexpected paths in the resolution of conflicts arising from human 
rights violations. 

The Olympic motto — “Citius, altius, fortius” — is not an incitement to the supremacy of one nation 
over another, of one people over another, or even of the exclusion of the weakest and least 
protected. But it represents the challenge to which we are all called, not only the athletes: that of 
taking on the toil, the sacrifice, to reach life’s important goals, accepting one’s limitations without 
allowing oneself to be impeded by them but striving to excel. 

I invite you to persevere on this path. I encourage the educational work you are doing in schools, 
as well as that in the world of work, and that of solidarity, in order to foster sport accessible to all, 
attentive to the weakest and the most vulnerable strata of society; sport inclusive of people with 
varying disabilities, of foreigners, of those who live on the outskirts and who need places to meet, 



socialize, share and play; sport not aimed at profit but at development of the human person, in a 
open manner. 

I know that the CONI, first, increasingly imitated by other National Committees, has welcomed the 
position of Olympic Chaplain into its organization. It is a friendly presence who seeks to make 
manifest the closeness of the Church as well as to stimulate a strong sense of spiritual 
competitiveness in sport enthusiasts. There are indeed several words in the vernacular of sport 
which refer to spiritual life. This was even understood by the Saints who knew how to explain 
passion, enthusiasm, perseverance, determination, challenge and limitation with the gaze projected 
toward the other, beyond oneself toward the horizon of God. St Paul invites us to train “in 
godliness;... for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds 
promise for the present life and also for the life to come” (1 Tim 4:8). […] 

ADDRESS TO THE LEADERS AND ATHLETES 
OF THE ITALIAN NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
POPE FRANCIS 
19 December 2014 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – AUGUST 

That Christians may live the Gospel, giving witness to faith, honesty, and love of 
neighbor. 

Every man and woman living on this earth are 
beneficiaries of the Good News that God is love 
and, through Jesus Christ, this is spread to all 
people. Every person receives it, in the integrality 
of his/her person, of his/her history, of his/her 
culture. 

Jesus says: “You received without pay, give without 
pay” (Mt 10:8). In these words lies the secret to 
evangelization, which is to spread the Gospel in the 
style of the Gospel, therefore without pay. Gratis, 

without business transactions. Freely given. The joy of the gift received through pure love is 
communicated with love. Gratuitousness and love. Only those who have experienced such joy can 
communicate this. Rather, they cannot but communicate it, for “goodness always tends to spread.... 
As it expands, goodness takes root and develops” (Evangelii Gaudium, n. 9). 



I encourage you to continue on the path that Fr Alberione began and that your Family has taken 
until now, keeping your gaze always fixed on vast horizons. We must never forget that 
“evangelization is first and foremost about preaching the Gospel to those who do not know Jesus 
Christ or who have always rejected him. Many of them are quietly seeking God, led by a yearning 
to see his face, even in countries of ancient Christian tradition. All of them have a right to receive 
the Gospel. Christians have the duty to proclaim the Gospel without excluding anyone” (ibid., n. 15). 
This impetus is towards “peoples” but also to the existential peripheries, a “Catholic” impetus. You 
all have this in your blood, in your DNA for the very reason that your Founder was inspired by the 
person and the mission of the Apostle Paul. 

The Second Vatican Council presented the Church to us as a people who, on a path towards a goal, 
overcomes all things and fulfills all things in God and in his glory. This vision of the outward-moving 
Church expresses Christian hope. In fact, the ultimate purpose of the action of Christians on earth 
is to attain eternal life. Therefore, our being a Church on a path, while it roots us in our duty to 
announce Christ and his love for every creature, it prevents us from being prisoners of earthly and 
worldly things. It keeps the spirit open and empowers us with perspectives and desires which are 
fulfilled in the Beatitudes of the Lord. 

Regarding this perspective of hope, consecrated people are special witnesses with their lifestyle 
imbued with joy. The presence of religious men and women is a sign of joy. Joy which springs from 
the intimate experience with God who fills our heart and makes us truly happy, so that we need not 
search elsewhere for our joy. Other important elements which nourish the joy of the religious are 
genuine fraternity lived in community and complete oblation in serving the Church and the brethren, 
especially the most needy. 

And here, it is important to mention love of Church unity. All of your work, apostolic zeal, must be 
full of love of unity. Never foster conflict, never imitate the media outlets which seek only the 
spectacle of conflict and cause scandal in souls. Always foster Church unity, the unity which Jesus 
asked of the Father as a gift for his bride. 

In proclaiming Jesus and the Gospel to the masses, Bl. Giacomo Alberione saw the most authentic 
and necessary love that one can offer to men and women thirsty for truth and justice. He was deeply 
touched by the words of St Paul: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!”. (1 Cor 9:16) and made 
them the ideal of his own life and mission. In following the footsteps of Jesus and imitating the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, he understood how to see the crowds as stray sheep, in need of sure 
directions for the journey of life. He thus spent his entire existence breaking the bread of the Word 
with them, using language suited to the times. In this way, you too are called to serve, with creativity 
and dynamic faithfulness to your charism, the people of today, whom the Spirit sends to you, 
identifying the most appropriate ways, in order that Jesus may be proclaimed. The vast horizons of 
evangelization and the urgent need to bear witness to the Gospel: don’t just speak the words. Bear 
witness to it with your life. This testimony to all is the field of your apostolate. Many are still waiting 
to meet Jesus Christ. The vision of charity knows no limits and knows how to open ever new avenues 
to bring the breath of the Gospel into cultures and to the most diverse areas of society. 

Such an urgent mission requires constant personal and community conversion. Only hearts which 
are totally open to the action of Grace are able to interpret the signs of the times and to hear the 



cries of humanity in need of hope and peace. In your sequela Christi and in your witness, the Year 
for Consecrated Life, which is about to begin in a few days, will certainly aid you. 

MEETING WITH THE PAULINE FAMILY 
POPE FRANCIS 
27 November 2014 
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The disciples’ payment 

Suffering is part of life; but for Christians who are called to follow the very way of Christ, it has an 
additional value. Especially when it comes in the form of persecution, because the spirit of the world 
does not tolerate Christian witness. This sums up the Pope's reflection at the Mass he celebrated in 
the Chapel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae on Tuesday morning, 28 May. Commenting on the day's 
Gospel (Mk 10:28-31), the Pontiff meditated on Jesus' dialogue with the rich young man who asked 
him how to gain eternal life. He recalled that Peter had listened to Jesus' warning about wealth, 
which makes it “so difficult to enter the kingdom of God”. 

After hearing the Lord's words, Peter asked him: “all right, but us? We have left everything for you. 
What will be our recompense? What will our reward be?”. Jesus' answer perhaps “is a little ironic: 
but of course, you too and all who have left house, brothers, sisters, mother, children and lands will 
receive a hundredfold”. He warns that they will have to face “persecution”, described as the wages, 
or rather “the disciples’ payment”. 

Jesus assures all those who follow him a place among “the family of Christians” and recalls that “we 
are all brothers and sisters”, but warns that “there will be persecutions, difficulties”. Then, returning 
to the theme: “whoever follows me, must take the same route that I took”. It is a way, the Pope 
explained, which leads to humbling oneself and which “ends on the Cross. There will always be 
difficulties and persecutions that come from the world, for he took this path first. When a Christian 
does not have difficulties in life and all goes well, something is not right”. One might think that he 
succumbed to the temptation to follow the spirit of the world instead of Jesus. “Let us ask for this 
grace: to follow Jesus on the path which he has shown to us and taught us. This is beautiful: He 
never leaves us alone, never. He is always with us”. 

MORNING MEDITATION 
POPE FRANCIS 
28 May 2013 
 
See full message: 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION – SEPTEMBER 

That each may contribute to the common good and to the building of a society 
that places the human person at the center.  

[…] Today, the promotion of human rights is 
central to the commitment of the European Union 
to advance the dignity of the person, both within 
the Union and in its relations with other countries. 
This is an important and praiseworthy 
commitment, since there are still too many 
situations in which human beings are treated as 
objects whose conception, configuration and utility 
can be programmed, and who can then be 
discarded when no longer useful, due to weakness, 
illness or old age. 

In the end, what kind of dignity is there without the possibility of freely expressing one’s thought or 
professing one’s religious faith? What dignity can there be without a clear juridical framework which 
limits the rule of force and enables the rule of law to prevail over the power of tyranny? What dignity 
can men and women ever enjoy if they are subjected to all types of discrimination? What dignity 
can a person ever hope to find when he or she lacks food and the bare essentials for survival and, 
worse yet, when they lack the work which confers dignity? 

Promoting the dignity of the person means recognizing that he or she possesses inalienable rights 
which no one may take away arbitrarily, much less for the sake of economic interests. 

At the same time, however, care must be taken not to fall into certain errors which can arise from 
a misunderstanding of the concept of human rights and from its misuse. Today there is a tendency 
to claim ever broader individual rights – I am tempted to say individualistic; underlying this is a 
conception of the human person as detached from all social and anthropological contexts, as if the 
person were a “monad” (μονάς), increasingly unconcerned with other surrounding “monads”. The 
equally essential and complementary concept of duty no longer seems to be linked to such a concept 
of rights. As a result, the rights of the individual are upheld, without regard for the fact that each 
human being is part of a social context wherein his or her rights and duties are bound up with those 
of others and with the common good of society itself. 

I believe, therefore, that it is vital to develop a culture of human rights which wisely links the 
individual, or better, the personal aspect, to that of the common good, of the “all of us” made up of 
individuals, families and intermediate groups who together constitute society.[3] In fact, unless the 
rights of each individual are harmoniously ordered to the greater good, those rights will end up being 
considered limitless and consequently will become a source of conflicts and violence. 

To speak of transcendent human dignity thus means appealing to human nature, to our innate 
capacity to distinguish good from evil, to that “compass” deep within our hearts, which God has 
impressed upon all creation.[4] Above all, it means regarding human beings not as absolutes, but 
as beings in relation. In my view, one of the most common diseases in Europe today is 
the loneliness typical of those who have no connection with others. This is especially true of the 



elderly, who are often abandoned to their fate, and also in the young who lack clear points of 
reference and opportunities for the future. It is also seen in the many poor who dwell in our cities 
and in the disorientation of immigrants who came here seeking a better future. 

This loneliness has become more acute as a result of the economic crisis, whose effects continue to 
have tragic consequences for the life of society. In recent years, as the European Union has 
expanded, there has been growing mistrust on the part of citizens towards institutions considered 
to be aloof, engaged in laying down rules perceived as insensitive to individual peoples, if not 
downright harmful. In many quarters we encounter a general impression of weariness and aging, of 
a Europe which is now a “grandmother”, no longer fertile and vibrant. As a result, the great ideas 
which once inspired Europe seem to have lost their attraction, only to be replaced by the bureaucratic 
technicalities of its institutions. 

Together with this, we encounter certain rather selfish lifestyles, marked by an opulence which is 
no longer sustainable and frequently indifferent to the world around us, and especially to the poorest 
of the poor. To our dismay we see technical and economic questions dominating political debate, to 
the detriment of genuine concern for human beings.[5] Men and women risk being reduced to mere 
cogs in a machine that treats them as items of consumption to be exploited, with the result that – 
as is so tragically apparent – whenever a human life no longer proves useful for that machine, it is 
discarded with few qualms, as in the case of the sick, of the terminally ill, the elderly who are 
abandoned and uncared for, and children who are killed in the womb. 

This is the great mistake made “when technology is allowed to take over”;[6] the result is a confusion 
between ends and means”.[7] It is the inevitable consequence of a “throwaway culture” and an 
uncontrolled consumerism. Upholding the dignity of the person means instead acknowledging the 
value of human life, which is freely given us and hence cannot be an object of trade or commerce. 
As members of this Parliament, you are called to a great mission which may at times seem an 
impossible one: to tend to the needs, the needs of individuals and peoples. To tend to those in need 
takes strength and tenderness, effort and generosity in the midst of a functionalistic and privatized 
mindset which inexorably leads to a “throwaway culture”. To care for individuals and peoples in need 
means protecting memory and hope; it means taking responsibility for the present with its situations 
of utter marginalization and anguish, and being capable of bestowing dignity upon it.[8] 

How, then, can hope in the future be restored, so that, beginning with the younger generation, there 
can be a rediscovery of that confidence needed to pursue the great ideal of a united and peaceful 
Europe, a Europe which is creative and resourceful, respectful of rights and conscious of its duties? 

To answer this question, allow me to use an image. One of the most celebrated frescoes of Raphael 
is found in the Vatican and depicts the so-called “School of Athens”. Plato and Aristotle are in the 
centre. Plato’s finger is pointed upward, to the world of ideas, to the sky, to heaven as we might 
say. Aristotle holds his hand out before him, towards the viewer, towards the world, concrete reality. 
This strikes me as a very apt image of Europe and her history, made up of the constant interplay 
between heaven and earth, where the sky suggests that openness to the transcendent – to God – 
which has always distinguished the peoples of Europe, while the earth represents Europe’s practical 
and concrete ability to confront situations and problems. 



The future of Europe depends on the recovery of the vital connection between these two elements. 
A Europe which is no longer open to the transcendent dimension of life is a Europe which risks slowly 
losing its own soul and that “humanistic spirit” which it still loves and defends. 

Taking as a starting point this opening to the transcendent, I would like to reaffirm the centrality of 
the human person, which otherwise is at the mercy of the whims and the powers of the moment. I 
consider to be fundamental not only the legacy that Christianity has offered in the past to the social 
and cultural formation of the continent, but above all the contribution which it desires to offer today, 
and in the future, to Europe’s growth. This contribution does not represent a threat to the secularity 
of states or to the independence of the institutions of the European Union, but rather an enrichment. 
This is clear from the ideals which shaped Europe from the beginning, such as peace, subsidiarity 
and reciprocal solidarity, and a humanism centred on respect for the dignity of the human person. 
[…] 

ADDRESS TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
POPE FRANCIS 
25 November 2014 
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That politicians govern us well 

A good Christian actively participates in politics and prays that politicians may love their people and 
serve them with humility. This was the reflection of Pope Francis on Monday morning, 16 September, 
at the Mass celebrated in the Chapel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae. 

Commenting on the passage from Luke's Gospel (7:1-10), which speaks of Jesus healing the 
centurion's servant at Capernaum, the Pope spoke about the “two attitudes of a ruler”. Before all 
else he must “love his people. The elderly Jews say to Jesus: he deserves what he asks for because 
he loves our people. A ruler who does not love cannot govern. At most he can only make a bit of 
order, but he cannot govern”. 

For Pope Francis a ruler must also be humble like the centurion in the Gospel, who could have 
boasted of his power to get Jesus to come to him, but he “was a humble man and instead said to 
the Lord: do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. With humility 
he said: only say a word, and my servant will be healed. These are the two virtues of a ruler, and 
this is what the word of God inspires in us: to love people and humility”. 

Thus “every man and woman who assume the responsibility of governing should ask themselves 
these two questions: Do I love my people, so that I may better serve them? And am I humble 
enough to hear the opinions of others so as to choose the best way of governing?”. If they “do not 
ask themselves these questions, they will not govern well”, the Pope said. 



The Holy Father noted that television and newspapers rely primarily on “abusing” politicians. There 
is hardly anyone reporting that “this leader has done well in this, and this leader has this virtue. He 
was wrong in this... but in this he did well”. On the contrary people always speak badly of politicians 
and are always against them. “Perhaps the leader is a sinner, as David was. I have to work with 
others, with my opinion, with my words, to help amend: I do not agree for this reason or for that. 
We need to participate for the common good. Sometimes we hear: a good Catholic is not interested 
in politics. This is not true: good Catholics immerse themselves in politics by offering the best of 
themselves so that the leader can govern”. 

“Let us pray for leaders”, said Pope Francis, “that they govern us well. That they bring our homeland, 
our nations, our world, forward, to achieve peace and the common good. This word of God helps us 
to better participate in the common life of a people: those who govern, with the service of humility 
and love, and the governed, with participation, and especially prayer”. 

MORNING MEDITATION 
POPE FRANCIS 
16 September 2013 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – SEPTEMBER 

That by participating in the Sacraments and meditating on Scripture, Christians 
may become more aware of their mission to evangelize. 

20. The word of God constantly shows us how God 
challenges those who believe in him “to go  
forth”. Abraham received the call to set out for a 
new land (cf. Gen 12:1-3). Moses heard God’s call: 
“Go, I send you” (Ex 3:10) and led the people 
towards the promised land (cf. Ex 3:17). To 
Jeremiah God says: “To all whom I send you, you 
shall go” (Jer1:7). In our day Jesus’ command to 
“go and make disciples” echoes in the changing 
scenarios and ever new challenges to the Church’s 
mission of evangelization, and all of us are called 
to take part in this new missionary “going forth”. 

Each Christian and every community must discern the path that the Lord points out, but all of us are 
asked to obey his call to go forth from our own comfort zone in order to reach all the “peripheries” 
in need of the light of the Gospel. 



21. The Gospel joy which enlivens the community of disciples is a missionary joy. The seventy-two 
disciples felt it as they returned from their mission (cf. Lk 10:17). Jesus felt it when he rejoiced in 
the Holy Spirit and praised the Father for revealing himself to the poor and the little ones 
(cf. Lk 10:21). It was felt by the first converts who marvelled to hear the apostles preaching “in the 
native language of each” (Acts 2:6) on the day of Pentecost. This joy is a sign that the Gospel has 
been proclaimed and is bearing fruit. Yet the drive to go forth and give, to go out from ourselves, 
to keep pressing forward in our sowing of the good seed, remains ever present. The Lord says: “Let 
us go on to the next towns that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out” (Mk 1:38). 
Once the seed has been sown in one place, Jesus does not stay behind to explain things or to 
perform more signs; the Spirit moves him to go forth to other towns. 

22. God’s word is unpredictable in its power. The Gospel speaks of a seed which, once sown, grows 
by itself, even as the farmer sleeps (Mk 4:26-29). The Church has to accept this unruly freedom of 
the word, which accomplishes what it wills in ways that surpass our calculations and ways of thinking. 

23. The Church’s closeness to Jesus is part of a common journey; “communion and mission are 
profoundly interconnected”.[20] In fidelity to the example of the Master, it is vitally important for 
the Church today to go forth and preach the Gospel to all: to all places, on all occasions, without 
hesitation, reluctance or fear. The joy of the Gospel is for all people: no one can be excluded. That 
is what the angel proclaimed to the shepherds in Bethlehem: “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good news of a great joy which will come to all the people (Lk 2:10). The Book of Revelation speaks 
of “an eternal Gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tongue and tribe 
and people” (Rev 14:6). 

Taking the first step, being involved and supportive, bearing fruit and rejoicing 

24. The Church which “goes forth” is a community of missionary disciples who take the first step, 
who are involved and supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice. An evangelizing community knows that 
the Lord has taken the initiative, he has loved us first (cf. 1 Jn4:19), and therefore we can move 
forward, boldly take the initiative, go out to others, seek those who have fallen away, stand at the 
crossroads and welcome the outcast. Such a community has an endless desire to show mercy, the 
fruit of its own experience of the power of the Father’s infinite mercy. Let us try a little harder to 
take the first step and to become involved. Jesus washed the feet of his disciples. The Lord gets 
involved and he involves his own, as he kneels to wash their feet. He tells his disciples: “You will be 
blessed if you do this” (Jn 13:17). An evangelizing community gets involved by word and deed in 
people’s daily lives; it bridges distances, it is willing to abase itself if necessary, and it embraces 
human life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in others. Evangelizers thus take on the “smell of 
the sheep” and the sheep are willing to hear their voice. An evangelizing community is also 
supportive, standing by people at every step of the way, no matter how difficult or lengthy this may 
prove to be. It is familiar with patient expectation and apostolic endurance. Evangelization consists 
mostly of patience and disregard for constraints of time. Faithful to the Lord’s gift, it also bears fruit. 
An evangelizing community is always concerned with fruit, because the Lord wants her to be fruitful. 
It cares for the grain and does not grow impatient at the weeds. The sower, when he sees weeds 
sprouting among the grain does not grumble or overreact. He or she finds a way to let the word 
take flesh in a particular situation and bear fruits of new life, however imperfect or incomplete these 
may appear. The disciple is ready to put his or her whole life on the line, even to accepting 
martyrdom, in bearing witness to Jesus Christ, yet the goal is not to make enemies but to see God’s 



word accepted and its capacity for liberation and renewal revealed. Finally an evangelizing 
community is filled with joy; it knows how to rejoice always. It celebrates every small victory, every 
step forward in the work of evangelization. Evangelization with joy becomes beauty in the liturgy, 
as part of our daily concern to spread goodness. The Church evangelizes and is herself evangelized 
through the beauty of the liturgy, which is both a celebration of the task of evangelization and the 
source of her renewed self-giving. 

APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM 
POPE FRANCIS 
24 November 2013 
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Comment 

The Church is not a babysitter 

The Church cannot be merely “a babysitter who cares for the child just to get him to sleep”. If she 
were this, hers would be a “slumbering Church”. Whoever knows Jesus has the strength and the 
courage to proclaim him. And whoever has received Baptism has the strength to walk, to go 
forward, to evangelize and “when we do this the Church becomes a mother who generates 
children” capable of bringing Christ to the world. 

This in sum was the reflection proposed by Pope Francis on Wednesday morning, 17 April, during 
the celebration of Mass in the Chapel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae, at which many employees of 
the Institute for Religious Works were present, accompanied by Ernst von Freyberg and Paolo 
Cipriani, respectively President of the supervisory board and the General Director of ior. Among the 
concelebrants were Bishops Vicenzo Pisanello of Oria, and Giacinto Boulos Marcuzzo, Vicar of the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem for Latins in Israel. 

The Pope recalled the persecutions in Japan in the early 17th century, when Catholic missionaries 
were expelled and communities were left for 200 years without priests. On their return, the 
missionaries found “all communities in place, everyone baptized, everyone catechized, all married 
in the Church” — and this thanks to the work of the baptized. 

It is our great responsibility, as baptized persons, the Pope continued, “to proclaim Christ, to carry 
the Church” — this fruitful motherhood of the Church — “forward”. Mary, he said, during the 
persecution of the first Christians, “prayed so much” and moved those who had been baptized to 
go forward with courage. 



“Let us ask the Lord”, he concluded, “for the grace to become baptized persons who are brave and 
sure that the Holy Spirit who is in us, received at Baptism, always moves us to proclaim Jesus 
Christ with our life, our testimony and even with our words”. 

MORNING MEDITATION 
POPE FRANCIS 
17 April 2013 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION – OCTOBER 

That journalists, in carrying out their work, may always be motivated by respect for 
truth and a strong sense of ethics. 
 

[…] The role of the mass media has expanded 
immensely in these years, so much so that they are 
an essential means of informing the world about 
the events of contemporary history. I would like, 
then, to thank you in a special way for the 
professional coverage which you provided during 
these days – you really worked, didn’t you? – when 
the eyes of the whole world, and not just those of 
Catholics, were turned to the Eternal City and 
particularly to this place which has as its heart the 
tomb of Saint Peter. Over the past few weeks, you 

have had to provide information about the Holy See and about the Church, her rituals and traditions, 
her faith and above all the role of the Pope and his ministry. 

I am particularly grateful to those who viewed and presented these events of the Church’s history 
in a way which was sensitive to the right context in which they need to be read, namely that of faith. 
Historical events almost always demand a nuanced interpretation which at times can also take into 
account the dimension of faith. Ecclesial events are certainly no more intricate than political or 
economic events! But they do have one particular underlying feature: they follow a pattern which 
does not readily correspond to the “worldly” categories which we are accustomed to use, and so it 
is not easy to interpret and communicate them to a wider and more varied public. The Church is 
certainly a human and historical institution with all that that entails, yet her nature is not essentially 
political but spiritual: the Church is the People of God, the Holy People of God making its way to 
encounter Jesus Christ. Only from this perspective can a satisfactory account be given of the Church’s 
life and activity. 

Christ is the Church’s Pastor, but his presence in history passes through the freedom of human 
beings; from their midst one is chosen to serve as his Vicar, the Successor of the Apostle Peter. Yet 
Christ remains the centre, not the Successor of Peter: Christ, Christ is the centre. Christ is the 
fundamental point of reference, the heart of the Church. Without him, Peter and the Church would 
not exist or have reason to exist. As Benedict XVI frequently reminded us, Christ is present in Church 
and guides her. In everything that has occurred, the principal agent has been, in the final analysis, 
the Holy Spirit. He prompted the decision of Benedict XVI for the good of the Church; he guided the 
Cardinals in prayer and in the election. 

It is important, dear friends, to take into due account this way of looking at things, this hermeneutic, 
in order to bring into proper focus what really happened in these days. 

All of this leads me to thank you once more for your work in these particularly demanding days, but 
also to ask you to try to understand more fully the true nature of the Church, as well as her journey 



in this world, with her virtues and her sins, and to know the spiritual concerns which guide her and 
are the most genuine way to understand her. Be assured that the Church, for her part, highly 
esteems your important work. At your disposal you have the means to hear and to give voice to 
people’s expectations and demands, and to provide for an analysis and interpretation of current 
events. Your work calls for careful preparation, sensitivity and experience, like so many other 
professions, but it also demands a particular concern for what is true, good and beautiful. This is 
something which we have in common, since the Church exists to communicate precisely this: Truth, 
Goodness and Beauty “in person”. It should be apparent that all of us are called not to communicate 
ourselves, but this existential triad made up of truth, beauty and goodness. […] 

ADDRESS TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA 

POPE FRANCIS 

16 March 2013 
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“The role of the mass media” 
 

2. Thus — and this is the second point that I would like to underline — in presenting events your 
outlook cannot be “worldly” but ecclesial. We live in a world where almost nothing exists which does 
not pertain to the universe of the media. Increasingly sophisticated instruments only reinforce the 
increasingly pervasive role played by technology, the forms and languages of communication in the 
unfolding of daily life, and this is not only in the world of the youth. As I recalled the day after my 
election as Bishop of Rome, while meeting representatives of the social media in Rome for the 
Conclave, “the role of the mass media has expanded immensely in these years, so much so that 
they are an essential means of informing the world about the events of contemporary history”. All 
of this is reflected in the life of the Church as well. But, if it is no simple task to relate the events of 
history, it is even more complex to relate events connected to the Church, which is the “sign and 
instrument of intimate union with God”, the Body of Christ, the People of God, the Temple of the 
Holy Spirit. This requires a special kind of responsibility, a strong capacity to read reality in a spiritual 
light. Indeed, the events of the Church “have one particular underlying feature: they follow a pattern 
which does not readily correspond to the ‘worldly’ categories which we are accustomed to use, and 
so it is not easy to interpret and communicate them to a wider and more varied public” (Address to 
the representatives of the media, 16 March 2013). Speaking of responsibility, a respectful vision of 
the events one wants to relate, means also awareness of the fact that the selection, organization, 
the broadcasting and sharing of content requires special attention because the instruments used are 
neither neutral nor transparent. Today this awareness permeates the CTV, engaged in a 
reorganization according to the technological paradigms that can better serve all the world’s 



latitudes, and contributes to the breath of catholicity of the Church. I would like to thank you, Msgr 
Dario Edoardo Viganò, from my heart and all the staff of CTV, for your ability to create relationships 
with the different realities around the world, to build bridges, overcoming walls and ditches, and to 
bring the light of the Gospel. All in accordance with the indication of Inter Mirifica which states how 
in the media world too, effective apostolic action requires “unity of planning and resources” (n. 21). 
To converge rather than compete should be the strategy of media initiatives in the Catholic world. 

MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE 30th ANNIVERSARY  

OF THE VATICAN TELEVISION CENTRE 

POPE FRANCIS 

18 October 2013 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – OCTOBER 

That World Mission Day may renew within all Christian communities the joy of 
the Gospel and the responsibility to announce it. 

Today vast numbers of people still do not know 
Jesus Christ. For this reason, the mission ad 
gentes continues to be most urgent. All the 
members of the Church are called to participate in 
this mission, for the Church is missionary by her 
very nature: she was born “to go forth”. World 
Mission Day is a privileged moment when the 
faithful of various continents engage in prayer and 
concrete gestures of solidarity in support of the 

young Churches in mission lands. It is a celebration of grace and joy. A celebration of grace, because 
the Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, offers wisdom and strength to those who are obedient to his 
action. A celebration of joy, because Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, sent to evangelize the world, 
supports and accompanies our missionary efforts. This joy of Jesus and missionary disciples leads 
me to propose a biblical icon, which we find in the Gospel of Luke (cf. 10:21-23). 

1. The Evangelist tells us that the Lord sent the seventy-two disciples two by two into cities and 
villages to proclaim that the Kingdom of God was near, and to prepare people to meet Jesus. After 
carrying out this mission of preaching, the disciples returned full of joy: joy is a dominant theme of 
this first and unforgettable missionary experience. Yet the divine Master told them: “Do not rejoice 
because the demons are subject to you; but rejoice because your names are written in heaven. At 
that very moment Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said: ‘I give you praise, Father...’ And, turning 
to the disciples in private he said, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see’” (Lk 10:20-21, 23). 



Luke presents three scenes. Jesus speaks first to his disciples, then to the Father, and then again to 
the disciples. Jesus wanted to let the disciples share his joy, different and greater than anything 
they had previously experienced. 

2. The disciples were filled with joy, excited about their power to set people free from demons. But 
Jesus cautioned them to rejoice not so much for the power they had received, but for the love they 
had received, “because your names are written in heaven” (Lk 10:20). The disciples were given an 
experience of God’s love, but also the possibility of sharing that love. And this experience is a cause 
for gratitude and joy in the heart of Jesus. Luke saw this jubilation in a perspective of the trinitarian 
communion: “Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit”, turning to the Father and praising him. This moment 
of deep joy springs from Jesus’ immense filial love for his Father, Lord of heaven and earth, who hid 
these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to the childlike (cf. Lk 10:21). God has 
both hidden and revealed, and in this prayer of praise it is his revealing which stands out. What is it 
that God has revealed and hidden? The mysteries of his Kingdom, the manifestation of divine 
lordship in Jesus and the victory over Satan. 

God has hidden this from those who are all too full of themselves and who claim to know everything 
already. They are blinded by their presumptuousness and they leave no room for God. One can 
easily think of some of Jesus’ contemporaries whom he repeatedly admonished, but the danger is 
one that always exists and concerns us too. The “little ones”, for their part, are the humble, the 
simple, the poor, the marginalized, those without voice, those weary and burdened, whom Jesus 
pronounced “blessed”. We readily think of Mary, Joseph, the fishermen of Galilee and the disciples 
whom Jesus called as he went preaching. 

3. “Yes, Father, for such has been your gracious will” (Lk 10:21). These words of Jesus must be 
understood as referring to his inner exultation. The word “gracious” describes the Father’s saving 
and benevolent plan for humanity. It was this divine graciousness that made Jesus rejoice, for the 
Father willed to love people with the same love that he has for his Son. Luke also alludes to the 
similar exultation of Mary: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and my spirit exults in God 
my Savior” (Lk 1:47). This is the Good News that leads to salvation. Mary, bearing in her womb 
Jesus, the evangelizer par excellence, met Elizabeth and rejoiced in the Holy Spirit as she sang 
her Magnificat. Jesus, seeing the success of his disciples’ mission and their resulting joy, rejoiced in 
the Holy Spirit and addressed his Father in prayer. In both cases, it is joy for the working of salvation, 
for the love with which the Father loves his Son comes down to us, and through the Holy Spirit fills 
us and grants us a share in the trinitarian life. 

The Father is the source of joy. The Son is its manifestation, and the Holy Spirit its giver. Immediately 
after praising the Father, so the evangelist Matthew tells us, Jesus says: “Come to me, all you who 
labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am meek and humble of heart, and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden light” (Mt 11:28-30). “The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter 
Jesus. Those who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and 
loneliness. With Christ joy is constantly born anew” (Evangelii Gaudium, 1). 

The Virgin Mary had a unique experience of this encounter with Jesus, and thus became“causa 
nostrae laetitiae”. The disciples, for their part, received the call to follow Jesus and to be sent by 



him to preach the Gospel (cf. Mk 3:14), and so they were filled with joy. Why shouldn’t we too enter 
this flood of joy? 

4. “The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the desolation and 
anguish born of a complacent yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures, and a 
blunted conscience” (Evangelii Gaudium, 2). Humanity greatly needs to lay hold of the salvation 
brought by Christ. His disciples are those who allow themselves to be seized ever more by the love 
of Jesus and marked by the fire of passion for the Kingdom of God and the proclamation of the joy 
of the Gospel. All the Lord’s disciples are called to nurture the joy of evangelization. The Bishops, as 
those primarily responsible for this proclamation, have the task of promoting the unity of the local 
Church in her missionary commitment. They are called to acknowledge that the joy of 
communicating Jesus Christ is expressed in a concern to proclaim him in the most distant places, as 
well as in a constant outreach to the peripheries of their own territory, where great numbers of the 
poor are waiting for this message. 

Many parts of the world are experiencing a dearth of vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated 
life. Often this is due to the absence of contagious apostolic fervour in communities which lack 
enthusiasm and thus fail to attract. The joy of the Gospel is born of the encounter with Christ and 
from sharing with the poor. For this reason I encourage parish communities, associations and groups 
to live an intense fraternal life, grounded in love for Jesus and concern for the needs of the most 
disadvantaged. Wherever there is joy, enthusiasm and a desire to bring Christ to others, genuine 
vocations arise. Among these vocations, we should not overlook lay vocations to mission. There has 
been a growing awareness of the identity and mission of the lay faithful in the Church, as well as a 
recognition that they are called to take an increasingly important role in the spread of the Gospel. 
Consequently they need to be given a suitable training for the sake of an effective apostolic activity. 

5. “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). World Mission Day is also an occasion to rekindle the 
desire and the moral obligation to take joyful part in the mission ad gentes. A monetary contribution 
on the part of individuals is the sign of a self-offering, first to the Lord and then to others; in this 
way a material offering can become a means for the evangelization of humanity built on love. 

Dear brothers and sisters, on this World Mission Day my thoughts turn to all the local Churches. Let 
us not be robbed of the joy of evangelization! I invite you to immerse yourself in the joy of the 
Gospel and nurture a love that can light up your vocation and your mission. I urge each of you to 
recall, as if you were making an interior pilgrimage, that “first love” with which the Lord Jesus Christ 
warmed your heart, not for the sake of nostalgia but in order to persevere in joy. The Lord’s disciples 
persevere in joy when they sense his presence, do his will and share with others their faith, hope 
and evangelical charity. 

Let us pray through the intercession of Mary, the model of humble and joyful evangelization, that 
the Church may become a welcoming home, a mother for all peoples and the source of rebirth for 
our world. 

MESSAGE FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2014 

POPE FRANCIS 

8 June 2014 
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“A joy loud with praise” 

“The word of God,” he began, “speaks to us today of peace and joy. Isaiah in his prophecy (11:1-
10) tells us what the day of the Messiah will be like. They will be days of peace, and in the Gospel 
of Luke (10:21-24), we are able to glimpse a little of Jesus’ soul, of Jesus’ heart. His is a joyful 
heart”. 

Pope Francis then observed that, while we are accustomed to think of Jesus preaching, healing, 
walking through the streets speaking to people, or even being raised upon the Cross, “we are not 
accustomed to think of Jesus smiling, or joyful”. However, he said, “Jesus was full of joy”. 

Jesus’ joy finds its source in intimacy with the Father, Pope Francis said. “His inner joy comes 
precisely from this relationship with the Father in the Holy Spirit. And this is the joy he gives to us, 
and this joy is true peace. It is not a static, quiet, tranquil peace: Christian peace is a joyful peace 
for Jesus is joyful, God is joyful”. 

“In the Collect at the beginning of Mass,” he continued, “we asked for the grace of a missionary 
fervour in order that the Church might rejoice in new children”. “A Church without joy is unthinkable”, 
the Pope said, since “Jesus has desired that his bride, the Church, be joyful”. “The joy of the Church 
is to announce the name of Jesus, and to proclaim: My spouse is the Lord, he is God who saves us 
and accompanies us”. 

In this joy of a bride, Pope Francis added, the Church becomes a mother. “Pope Paul VI would say: 
the joy of the Church is to evangelize” and to communicate this joy “to her children”. 

“Thus we understand that the peace of which Isaiah speaks is a peace full of joy, a peace of praise, 
a peace — we might say — that is loud with praise, a peace that bears fruit in becoming a mother 
of new children, a peace that comes precisely from the joy of praising the Trinity, and from 
evangelization, of going out to people to tell them who Jesus is”. 

Peace and joy, Pope Francis repeated. This joy, he said, is contained in “Jesus’ dogmatic declaration: 
you have decided to reveal yourself not to the wise but to the little ones”. Even in so many serious 
things, Jesus is joyful, the Church is joyful. She must be joyful. Even in her widowhood the Church 
is joyful in hope”. “Let us pray”, Pope Francis concluded, “that the Lord might give us all this joy”. 

MORNING MEDITATION 
POPE FRANCIS 
3 December 2013 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION – NOVEMBER 

That the countries which take in a great number of displaced persons and refugees may 
find support for their efforts which show solidarity. 
 

Jesus is “the evangelizer par excellence and the 
Gospel in person” (Evangelii Gaudium, 209). His 
solicitude, particularly for the most vulnerable and 
marginalized, invites all of us to care for the frailest 
and to recognize his suffering countenance, 
especially in the victims of new forms of poverty 
and slavery. The Lord says: “I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me” 

(Mt 25:35-36). The mission of the Church, herself a pilgrim in the world and the Mother of all, is 
thus to love Jesus Christ, to adore and love him, particularly in the poorest and most abandoned; 
among these are certainly migrants and refugees, who are trying to escape difficult living conditions 
and dangers of every kind. For this reason, the theme for this year’s World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees is: Church without frontiers, Mother to all. 

The Church opens her arms to welcome all people, without distinction or limits, in order to proclaim 
that “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8,16). After his death and resurrection, Jesus entrusted to the disciples 
the mission of being his witnesses and proclaiming the Gospel of joy and mercy. On the day of 
Pentecost, the disciples left the Upper Room with courage and enthusiasm; the strength of the Holy 
Spirit overcame their doubts and uncertainties and enabled all to understand the disciples’ preaching 
in their own language. From the beginning, the Church has been a mother with a heart open to the 
whole world, and has been without borders. This mission has continued for two thousand years. But 
even in the first centuries, the missionary proclamation spoke of the universal motherhood of the 
Church, which was then developed in the writings of the Fathers and taken up by the Second Vatican 
Council. The Council Fathers spoke of Ecclesia Mater to explain the Church’s nature. She begets sons 
and daughters and “takes them in and embraces them with her love and in her heart” (Lumen 
Gentium, 14). 

The Church without frontiers, Mother to all, spreads throughout the world a culture of acceptance 
and solidarity, in which no one is seen as useless, out of place or disposable. When living out this 
motherhood effectively, the Christian community nourishes, guides and indicates the way, 
accompanying all with patience, and drawing close to them through prayer and works of mercy. 

Today this takes on a particular significance. In fact, in an age of such vast movements of migration, 
large numbers of people are leaving their homelands, with a suitcase full of fears and desires, to 
undertake a hopeful and dangerous trip in search of more humane living conditions. Often, however, 
such migration gives rise to suspicion and hostility, even in ecclesial communities, prior to any 
knowledge of the migrants’ lives or their stories of persecution and destitution. In such cases, 
suspicion and prejudice conflict with the biblical commandment of welcoming with respect and 
solidarity the stranger in need. 



On the other hand, we sense in our conscience the call to touch human misery, and to put into 
practice the commandment of love that Jesus left us when he identified himself with the stranger, 
with the one who suffers, with all the innocent victims of violence and exploitation. Because of the 
weakness of our nature, however, “we are tempted to be that kind of Christian who keeps the Lord’s 
wounds at arm’s length” (Evangelii Gaudium, 270). 

The courage born of faith, hope and love enables us to reduce the distances that separate us from 
human misery. Jesus Christ is always waiting to be recognized in migrants and refugees, in displaced 
persons and in exiles, and through them he calls us to share our resources, and occasionally to give 
up something of our acquired riches. Pope Paul VI spoke of this when he said that “the more 
fortunate should renounce some of their rights so as to place their goods more generously at the 
service of others” (Octogesima Adveniens, 23). 

The multicultural character of society today, for that matter, encourages the Church to take on new 
commitments of solidarity, communion and evangelization. Migration movements, in fact, call us to 
deepen and strengthen the values needed to guarantee peaceful coexistence between persons and 
cultures. Achieving mere tolerance that respects diversity and ways of sharing between different 
backgrounds and cultures is not sufficient. This is precisely where the Church contributes to 
overcoming frontiers and encouraging the “moving away from attitudes of defensiveness and fear, 
indifference and marginalization … towards attitudes based on a culture of encounter, the only 
culture capable of building a better, more just and fraternal world” (Message for the World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees 2014). 

Migration movements, however, are on such a scale that only a systematic and active cooperation 
between States and international organizations can be capable of regulating and managing such 
movements effectively. For migration affects everyone, not only because of the extent of the 
phenomenon, but also because of “the social, economic, political, cultural and religious problems it 
raises, and the dramatic challenges it poses to nations and the international community” (Caritas in 
Veritate, 62). 

At the international level, frequent debates take place regarding the appropriateness, methods and 
required norms to deal with the phenomenon of migration. There are agencies and organizations on 
the international, national and local level which work strenuously to serve those seeking a better life 
through migration. Notwithstanding their generous and laudable efforts, a more decisive and 
constructive action is required, one which relies on a universal network of cooperation, based on 
safeguarding the dignity and centrality of every human person. This will lead to greater effectiveness 
in the fight against the shameful and criminal trafficking of human beings, the violation of 
fundamental rights, and all forms of violence, oppression and enslavement. Working together, 
however, requires reciprocity, joint-action, openness and trust, in the knowledge that “no country 
can singlehandedly face the difficulties associated with this phenomenon, which is now so 
widespread that it affects every continent in the twofold movement of immigration and emigration” 
(Message for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2014). 

It is necessary to respond to the globalization of migration with the globalization of charity and 
cooperation, in such a way as to make the conditions of migrants more humane. At the same time, 
greater efforts are needed to guarantee the easing of conditions, often brought about by war or 
famine, which compel whole peoples to leave their native countries. 



Solidarity with migrants and refugees must be accompanied by the courage and creativity necessary 
to develop, on a world-wide level, a more just and equitable financial and economic order, as well 
as an increasing commitment to peace, the indispensable condition for all authentic progress. 

MESSAGE FOR THE 101st WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES (2015) 
POPE FRANCIS 
3 September 2014 
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“God does not forget any of his children” 

[…] Refugees, such as yourselves, often find themselves deprived, sometimes for long periods, of 
basic needs such as a dignified home, healthcare, education and work. They have had to abandon 
not only their material possessions, but above all their freedom, closeness to family, their 
homeland and cultural traditions. The degrading conditions in which so many refugees are forced 
to live are intolerable! For this reason, we must do everything possible to eradicate the causes of 
this situation. I appeal for greater international cooperation to resolve the conflicts which are 
causing bloodshed in your homelands, to counter the other causes which are driving people to 
leave their home countries, and to improve conditions so that people may remain or return home. 
I encourage all who are working generously and steadfastly for justice and peace not to lose 
heart. I ask political leaders to always remember that the great majority of their people long for 
peace, even if at times they lack the strength and voice to demand it. 

Many organizations are doing a great deal for refugees. I am especially pleased by the good work 
of so many Catholic groups which offer generous aid to many in need without discriminating. I 
wish also to express deep gratitude to the Turkish authorities for the great efforts they have made 
in assisting the displaced, in particular Syrian and Iraqi refugees, and for the authorities’ tangible 
commitment in trying to meet their needs. I hope that the necessary support of the international 
community may not be lacking. 

Dear young people, do not be discouraged. It is easy to say this, but please make an effort not to 
be discouraged. With the help of God, continue to hope in a better future, despite the difficulties 
and obstacles which you are currently facing. The Catholic Church is with you, including through 
the invaluable work of the Salesians. The Church, in addition to other forms of help, also offers 
you the opportunity to see to your education and formation. Remember always that God does not 
forget any of his children, and that those who are the smallest and who suffer the most are closest 
to the Father’s heart. 

For my part, together with the whole Church, I will continue to pray to the Lord, asking him to 
inspire those in leadership, so that they will not hesitate to promote justice, security and peace 



and do so in ways that are clear and effective. Through her social and charitable organizations, the 
Church will remain at your side and will continue to hold up your cause before the world. 

GREETING TO YOUNG REFUGEES ASSISTED BY THE SALESIANS 
POPE FRANCIS 
30 November 2014 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – NOVEMBER 

That within parishes, priests and lay people may collaborate in service to the 
community without giving in to the temptation of discouragement. 
 

[…] The mission of the laity in the Church is, 
indeed, of considerable importance, for the laity 
contributes to the life of the parishes and Christian 
communities, both in the professional field and as 
volunteers. It is important to acknowledge and 
support their commitment, while maintaining the 
clear distinction between the common priesthood 
of the faithful and the ministerial priesthood. On 
this point, I encourage you to continue the 
formation of the baptized, with regard to the truths 
of faith and to their meaning for liturgical, parish, 
family and social life and to choose formation staff 

with care. In this way you will enable lay people to truly integrate themselves into the Church, to 
take the place that awaits them there and to render fruitful the baptismal grace received, in order 
journey together towards holiness for the good of all. 

The mission received from the Lord, also invites us to go to meet those with whom we come into 
contact, even if they differ from us in their culture, their religious confession or their belief. If we 
believe in the free and generous action of the Spirit, we are able to understand one another well 
and work together to serve society better, and to contribute to peace in a decisive way. 

Ecumenism is a contribution not only to the unity of the Church, but also to the unity of the human 
family (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, n. 245). It fosters fruitful, peaceful and fraternal coexistence. In 
prayer and in the common proclamation of the Lord Jesus, however, we must be careful to allow 
the faithful of each Christian confession to live its faith in a manner that is unequivocal and free of 
confusion, and without erasing the differences at the expense of truth. On the contrary, if, out of 
courtesy, we should hide our Eucharistic faith, we would not give sufficient importance either to our 



valuable legacy nor to our interlocutors. Likewise, the teaching of religion in schools must bear in 
mind the particularities of each confession. 

I encourage you to voice clearly in unison society’s problems, at a time in which different people — 
even within the Church — are tempted to renounce the realism of the social aspect of the Gospel 
(cf. Evangelii Gaudium, n. 88). The Gospel has its own original strength to make proposals. It is up 
to us to present it in its entirety, to render it accessible without clouding its beauty or weakening its 
attractiveness, in order to reach the people facing the difficulties of everyday life, who are searching 
for the meaning of their life or who have fallen away from the Church. Disillusioned or abandoned 
to themselves, they let themselves be tempted by arguments that deliberately deny the transcendent 
dimension of man, of life and of human relationships, particularly in the face of suffering and death. 
The testimony of Christians and parish communities can truly enlighten their path and support their 
aspiration for happiness. […] 

ADDRESS TO THE BISHOPS OF THE 

EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE OF SWITZERLAND 

ON THEIR "AD LIMINA" VISIT 
POPE FRANCIS 
1st December 2014 
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“No to selfishness and spiritual sloth” 
 

28. The parish is not an outdated institution; precisely because it possesses great flexibility, it can 
assume quite different contours depending on the openness and missionary creativity of the pastor 
and the community. While certainly not the only institution which evangelizes, if the parish proves 
capable of self-renewal and constant adaptivity, it continues to be “the Church living in the midst of 
the homes of her sons and daughters”.[26] This presumes that it really is in contact with the homes 
and the lives of its people, and does not become a useless structure out of touch with people or a 
self-absorbed group made up of a chosen few. The parish is the presence of the Church in a given 
territory, an environment for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, 
proclamation, charitable outreach, worship and celebration.[27] In all its activities the parish 
encourages and trains its members to be evangelizers.[28] It is a community of communities, a 
sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey, and a centre of constant 
missionary outreach. We must admit, though, that the call to review and renew our parishes has 
not yet sufficed to bring them nearer to people, to make them environments of living communion 
and participation, and to make them completely mission-oriented. 
 
81. At a time when we most need a missionary dynamism which will bring salt and light to the world, 
many lay people fear that they may be asked to undertake some apostolic work and they seek to 
avoid any responsibility that may take away from their free time. For example, it has become very 
difficult today to find trained parish catechists willing to persevere in this work for some years. 



Something similar is also happening with priests who are obsessed with protecting their free time. 
This is frequently due to the fact that people feel an overbearing need to guard their personal 
freedom, as though the task of evangelization was a dangerous poison rather than a joyful response 
to God’s love which summons us to mission and makes us fulfilled and productive. Some resist giving 
themselves over completely to mission and thus end up in a state of paralysis and acedia. 
 
APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM 
POPE FRANCIS 
24 November 2013 
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UNIVERSAL INTENTION – DECEMBER 

That the scandal of child‐soldiers may be eliminated the world over. 

[…] The Child Jesus, born in Bethlehem, is 
the sign given by God to those who awaited 
salvation, and he remains forever the sign of God’s 
tenderness and presence in our world. The angel 
announces to the shepherds: “This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child…”. 

Today too, children are a sign. They are a sign of 
hope, a sign of life, but also a “diagnostic” sign, a 
marker indicating the health of families, society 
and the entire world. Wherever children are 
accepted, loved, cared for and protected, the 
family is healthy, society is more healthy and the 

world is more human. Here we can think of the work carried out by the Ephpheta Paul VI institute 
for hearing and speech impaired Palestinian children: it is a very real sign of God’s goodness. It is a 
clear sign that society is healthier. 

To us, the men and women of the twenty-first century, God today also says: “This will be a sign for 
you”, look to the child… 

The Child of Bethlehem is frail, like all newborn children. He cannot speak and yet he is the Word 
made flesh who came to transform the hearts and lives of all men and women. This Child, like every 
other child, is vulnerable; he needs to be accepted and protected. Today too, children need to be 
welcomed and defended, from the moment of their conception. 

Sadly, in this world, with all its highly developed technology, great numbers of children continue to 
live in inhuman situations, on the fringes of society, in the peripheries of great cities and in the 
countryside. All too many children continue to be exploited, maltreated, enslaved, prey to violence 
and illicit trafficking. Still too many children live in exile, as refugees, at times lost at sea, particularly 
in the waters of the Mediterranean. Today, in acknowledging this, we feel shame before God, before 
God who became a child. 

And we have to ask ourselves: Who are we, as we stand before the Child Jesus? Who are we, 
standing as we stand before today’s children? Are we like Mary and Joseph, who welcomed Jesus 
and care for him with the love of a father and a mother? Or are we like Herod, who wanted to 
eliminate him? Are we like the shepherds, who went in haste to kneel before him in worship and 
offer him their humble gifts? Or are we indifferent? Are we perhaps people who use fine and pious 
words, yet exploit pictures of poor children in order to make money? Are we ready to be there for 
children, to “waste time” with them? Are we ready to listen to them, to care for them, to pray for 
them and with them? Or do we ignore them because we are too caught up in our own affairs? 

“This will be a sign for us: you will find a child…”. Perhaps that little boy or girl is crying. He is crying 
because he is hungry, because she is cold, because he or she wants to be picked up and held in our 
arms… Today too, children are crying, they are crying a lot, and their crying challenges us. In a 



world which daily discards tons of food and medicine there are children, hungry and suffering from 
easily curable diseases, who cry out in vain. In an age which insists on the protection of minors, 
there is a flourishing trade in weapons which end up in the hands of child-soldiers, there is a ready 
market for goods produced by the slave labor of small children. Their cry is stifled: the cry of these 
children is stifled! They must fight, they must work, they cannot cry! But their mothers cry for them, 
as modern-day Rachels: they weep for their children, and they refuse to be consoled (cf. Mt 2:18). 

“This will be a sign for you”: you will find a child. The Child Jesus, born in Bethlehem, every child 
who is born and grows up in every part of our world, is a diagnostic sign indicating the state of 
health of our families, our communities, our nation. Such a frank and honest diagnosis can lead us 
to a new kind of lifestyle where our relationships are no longer marked by conflict, oppression and 
consumerism, but fraternity, forgiveness and reconciliation, solidarity and love. 

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 
HOMILY 
POPE FRANCIS 
25 May 2014 
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“Children’s rights” 
 

[…] I have to say that in a well-structured society privileges must only be for children and the elderly. 
For the future of a people is in their hands! Children, because they will certainly have the strength 
to carry history forward, and the elderly because they carry within them the wisdom of a people and 
they must pass on this wisdom. […] 

In our day, it is important to implement the projects against slave-labour, against the recruitment 
of child soldiers and all forms of violence against minors. 

On a positive note, we must reaffirm the right of children to grow up in a family with a father and a 
mother capable of creating a suitable environment for the child’s development and emotional 
maturity. Continuing to grow up and mature in a correct relationship represented by the masculinity 
and femininity of a father and a mother and thus preparing for affective maturity. 

At the same time, this implies supporting the right of parents to decide the moral and religious 
education of their children. And in this regard I would like to express my rejection of any kind of 
educational experimentation on children. We cannot experiment on children and young people. They 



are not lab specimens! The horrors of the manipulation of education that we experienced in the 
great genocidal dictatorships of the 20th century have not disappeared; they have retained a current 
relevance under various guises and proposals and, with the pretense of modernity, push children 
and young people to walk on the dictatorial path of “only one form of thought”. A little over a week 
ago a great teacher said to me… “At times with these projects — referring to actual educational 
projects — one doesn’t know whether the child is going to school or to a re-education camp”. 

Working for human rights presupposes the vital aim of fostering anthropological formation, of proper 
knowledge of the reality of the human person, and knowing how to respond to the problems and 
challenges posed by contemporary culture and the mentality propagated by the mass media. 
Obviously this does not mean we should take refuge in hidden protected areas, that today are unable 
to foster life, that belong to a past culture… No, not this, this is not good.... We should face the 
challenges the new culture launches with the positive values of the human person. For you, this 
means offering your managers and operators continuing formation on the anthropology of the child, 
because that is where rights and duties have their foundation. It is against this background that 
educational projects must be planned and developed, mature and adapt to the signs of the times, 
always respecting the human identity and freedom of conscience. […] 
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EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – DECEMBER 

That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the beauty, goodness, and truth of the 
Gospel which gives joy and hope to life. 
 

I address my cordial greeting to you, to the 
Bishops, to the national leaders and to the young 
people gathered these days in Rome for the Fourth 
European Meeting on Youth Ministry, sponsored by 
the Pontifical Council for the Laity in cooperation 
with the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences 
on the theme: A young Church witnessing to the 
joy of the Gospel. 

After the three meetings during the 90s, you have 
resumed “walking together through the streets of 



Europe”. Along the way, I invite you to recognize that, as we are talking and discussing together, 
Jesus himself draws near and walks with us (cf. Lk 24:15). Like the disciples in Emmaus, let us allow 
Him to open our eyes in order to recognize Him, helping us find in Him the meaning of this difficult 
but exciting piece of history that is being given to us to live together. 

You, who work in the field of youth ministry, are doing valuable work for the Church. Young people 
need this service: adults and mature peers in the faith who accompany them on their journey, 
helping them to find the path that leads to Christ. Much more than promoting a series of 
activities for young people, this ministry consists in walking with them, accompanying them 
personally in the complex and sometimes difficult situations in which they are immersed. 

Youth ministry is called to gather the questions of young people today, and starting from them, to 
bring a true and honest dialogue in order to bring Christ into their life. In this sense, a true dialogue 
can be made by those who have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus, which overflows into 
the relationship with brothers and sisters. 

This is the reason you have come together, to create a European “network” of acquaintances and 
friendships, thanks to which the continent’s youth ministry leaders may share experiences attained 
“in the field” and the questions that stem from them. We are well aware that there is much to do. I 
ask you to never tire of proclaiming the Gospel, through your life and your word: today’s Europe 
needs to rediscover it! 

I would like to therefore encourage you to consider the present reality of European young people 
through the gaze of Christ. May He teach us to see not only challenges and problems, but to 
recognize the many seeds of love and of hope scattered on the soil of this continent, which has 
given to the Church a great number of men and women saints, and many of these are young people! 
Let us not forget that we have been assigned the task of sowing, but it is God who gives growth to 
the seeds we scatter (cf. 1 Cor 3:7). 

As you sow the Word of the Lord in this vast field that is the European youth, you have the 
opportunity to account for the hope that is in you, with gentleness and reverence (cf. 1 Pet 3:15). 
You can help young people to realize that faith is not compared to reason, and thus accompany 
them to become joyous leaders of evangelization to their peers. […] 
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IN THE FOURTH EUROPEAN MEETING ON YOUTH MINISTRY 
POPE FRANCIS 
11 December 2014 

See full message: 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont‐messages/2014/documents/papa‐
francesco_20141211_messaggio‐pastorale‐giovanile.html 
 
© Copyright 2014 ‐ Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

 

 



Comment 

“Europe is so confused about its own identity” 

[…] This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the promulgation of the Second Vatican Council’s 
Decree Unitatis Redintegratio, which inaugurated a new era of ecumenical dialogue and expressed 
the enduring commitment of the Catholic Church to seek the unity of Christ’s disciples. For all of us, 
the International Roman Catholic/Old Catholic Dialogue Commission plays a significant role in 
seeking ever greater fidelity to the Lord’s prayer, “that all may be one” (cf. Jn 17:21). It has been 
possible to build new bridges of a more profound mutual understanding and practical co-operation. 
Convergences and consensus have been found, and differences have been better identified and set 
in new contexts. 

While we rejoice whenever we take steps towards a stronger communion in faith and life, we are 
also saddened when we recognize that in the course of time new disagreements between us have 
emerged. The theological and ecclesiological questions that arose during our separation are now 
more difficult to overcome due to the increasing distance between us on matters of ministry and 
ethical discernment. 

The challenge for Catholics and Old Catholics, then, is to persevere in substantive theological 
dialogue and to walk together, to pray together and to work together in a deeper spirit of conversion 
towards all that Christ intends for his Church. In this separation there have been, on the part of both 
sides, grave sins and human faults. In a spirit of mutual forgiveness and humble repentance, we 
need now to strengthen our desire for reconciliation and peace. The path towards unity begins with 
a change of heart, an interior conversion (cf. Unitatis Redintegratio, 4). It is a spiritual journey from 
encounter to friendship, from friendship to brotherhood, from brotherhood to communion. Along the 
way, change is inevitable. We must always be willing to listen to and follow the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit who leads us into all truth (cf. Jn 16:13). 

In the meantime, in the heart of Europe, which is so confused about its own identity and vocation, 
there are many areas in which Catholics and Old Catholics can collaborate in meeting the profound 
spiritual crisis affecting individuals and societies. There is a thirst for God. There is a profound desire 
to recover a sense of purpose in life. There is an urgent need for a convincing witness to the truth 
and values of the Gospel. In this we can support and encourage one another, especially at the level 
of parishes and local communities. In fact, the soul of ecumenism lies in a “change of heart and 
holiness of life, along with public and private prayer for the unity of Christians” (Unitatis 
Redintegratio, 8). In prayer for and with one another our differences are taken up and overcome in 
fidelity to the Lord and his Gospel. […] 
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