
CHALLENGES THAT CONFRONT HUMANITY AND THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

EVANGELIZATION INTENTION - JANUARY 

That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching by striving with prayer 
and fraternal charity to restore ecclesial communion and by collaborating to 
meet the challenges facing humanity. 

 

[…] In all the faithful there must always be a growing awareness of the commitment that implies 
the will of Jesus expressed in his prayer to the Father on the eve of His Passion: “That they may all 
be one” (Jn 17:21). […] 

All this has enabled closer contact with other Churches and Ecclesial Communities and new forms of 
cooperation to be developed. Ecumenical translations of the Sacred Scriptures have been very 
important in this regard. Christians of different Churches and Ecclesial Communities are working 
together at the service of a suffering and needy humanity, for the protection of human life and its 
unalienable dignity, to safeguard Creation, and against the injustices that afflict so many people and 
peoples. 

As a Bishop of the Church which presides in universal charity, I wish to express my gratitude to all 
those who in the course of these 50 years have been lavish in various ways at the service of the 
reconciliation and the communion among all believers in Christ, particularly to those who have 
worked in the Secretariat for Christian Unity and in the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity. While we give thanks, we must recognize that among Christians, we are still divided, and that 
disagreement on new anthropological and ethical subjects make our journey toward unity more 



complicated. However, we must not surrender to discouragement and resignation, but continue to 
trust in God who plants in the hearts of Christians the seeds of love and of unity, in order to confront 
with renewed momentum today’s ecumenical challenges: to cultivate spiritual ecumenism, to turn 
to advantage the ecumenism of blood, to walk together on the path of the Gospel. 

Spiritual ecumenism, which reaches a high point in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, lives and 
develops through countless channels, which truly only the Lord sees, but which we, too, often have 
the joy of knowing: it is a worldwide network of prayerful moments which, at parish and international 
levels, spread the oxygen of the authentic ecumenical spirit through the body of the Church; a 
network of acts, which see us united and working together in so many works of charity; and it is 
also a sharing of prayer, of meditation and other texts which circulate on the web and can contribute 
to raising awareness, respect and mutual esteem. 

With regard to the ecumenism of blood, Unitatis Redintegratio itself invited that we esteem it by 
acknowledging the God-given capacity of our brothers and sisters of other Churches and Christian 
communities to bear witness to Christ even to the supreme sacrifice (cf. n. 4). There has been no 
shortage of such witnesses in these 50 years and they continue even in our day. It is up to us to 
welcome them with faith and allow their strength to impel us to convert to an ever fuller brotherhood. 
Those who persecute Christ in his faithful make no differentiation between confessions: they 
persecute them simply because the are Christians. 

In these months, meeting so many non-Catholic Christians, or reading their letters, I have been able 
to see how, despite the open questions that still separate us, there is a strong and widespread desire 
to walk together, to pray, to know and love the Lord, to cooperate in service and in solidarity with 
the weak and the suffering. I am convinced of this: on a common path, with the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit and learning from one another we can grow in the communion which already unites us. 

Dear brothers and sisters, 50 years after the promulgation of Unitatis Redintegratio, the pursuit of 
full Christian unity remains a priority for the Catholic Church, and thus it is daily one of my chief 
concerns. Unity first and foremost is a gift of God and the work of the Holy Spirit, but we are all 
called to cooperate, always and in every circumstance. I therefore thank you for all of your work 
and, in entrusting you to the maternal intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I ask you to please 
pray for me and for my ministry, and I bless you from my heart. 

LETTER TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE PLENARY ASSEMBLY  

OF THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN UNITY  

FOR THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECREE "UNITATIS REDINTEGRATIO" 

Francis 

20 November 2014 
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THE POPE VIDEO VERSION 

 

For Evangelization: Christians at the service of the challenges of humanity. 

 

That all Christians may contribute with prayer and fraternal charity to restoring full ecclesial communion in 

service of the challenges of humanity. 

 

PRAYER – UNIT – CHARITY 

   



UNIVERSAL INTENTION – FEBRUARY 
 

That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor, refugees, and marginalized, 
may find welcome and comfort in our communities. 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, 

I have wanted to be with you today. I want to tell you that you are not alone. In these weeks and 
months, you have endured much suffering in your search for a better life. Many of you felt forced 
to flee situations of conflict and persecution for the sake, above all, of your children, your little ones. 
You have made great sacrifices for your families. You know the pain of having left behind everything 
that is dear to you and – what is perhaps most difficult – not knowing what the future will bring. 
Many others like you are also in camps or towns, waiting, hoping to build a new life on this continent. 

I have come here with my brothers, Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop Ieronymos, simply to 
be with you and to hear your stories. We have come to call the attention of the world to this grave 
humanitarian crisis and to plead for its resolution. As people of faith, we wish to join our voices to 
speak out on your behalf. We hope that the world will heed these scenes of tragic and indeed 
desperate need, and respond in a way worthy of our common humanity. 

God created mankind to be one family; when any of our brothers and sisters suffer, we are all 
affected. We all know from experience how easy it is for some to ignore other people’s suffering and 
even to exploit their vulnerability. But we also know that these crises can bring out the very best in 
us. You have seen this among yourselves and among the Greek people, who have generously 
responded to your needs amid their own difficulties. You have also seen it in the many people, 
especially the young from throughout Europe and the world, who have come to help you. Yes, so 



much more needs to be done! But let us thank God that in our suffering he never leaves us alone. 
There is always someone who can reach out and help us. 

This is the message I want to leave with you today: do not lose hope! The greatest gift we can offer 
one another is love: a merciful look, a readiness to listen and understand, a word of encouragement, 
a prayer. May you share this gift with one another. We Christians love to tell the story of the Good 
Samaritan, a foreigner who saw a man in need and immediately stopped to help. For us, it is a story 
about God’s mercy which is meant for everyone, for God is the All-Merciful. It is also a summons to 
show that same mercy to those in need. May all our brothers and sisters on this continent, like the 
Good Samaritan, come to your aid in the spirit of fraternity, solidarity and respect for human dignity 
that has distinguished its long history. 

Dear brothers and sisters, may God bless all of you and, in a special way, your children, the elderly 
and all those who suffer in body and spirit! I embrace all of you with affection. Upon you, and those 
who accompany you, I invoke his gifts of strength and peace. 

VISIT TO REFUGEES 

Mòria Refugee Camp, Lesvos 

Francis 

16 April 2016 
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Universal:  Welcome the needy 

 

That those who are overwhelmed, especially the poor, the refugees, and the marginalized, may find shelter 

and support in our communities. 

 

WELCOME – SUPPORT ‐ COMMUNITIES 

 

   



EVANGELIZATION INTENTION - MARCH 

That persecuted Christians may be supported by the prayers and material help of the 
whole Church. 

 
“Where it is forbidden to pray” 

There are more Christians being martyred and persecuted today than in the early days of the Church. 
In some countries it is even prohibited to pray together. Pope Francis made this dramatic reality the 
focus of his meditation on Friday morning, 4 April. 

The passage from the Book of Wisdom (Wis 2:1, 12-22) proclaimed during Friday’s liturgy, reveals 
“what the hearts of the wicked are like, of those who have distanced themselves from God and have 
made themselves masters, in this case, of religion’”. It also reveals their “attitude toward the 
prophets”, that they were even willing to persecute them. They are people who are well aware that 
they are dealing with a just man, explained the Holy Father. So much so that the Scripture describes 
their thinking in this way: “Let us beset the just one, who is obnoxious to us; he sets himself against 
our doings”. 

To beset, the Pope explained, means “gossiping and slandering among themselves”. Thus, they 
defame and “prepare the broth to destroy the just man”. Indeed, they cannot accept that there be 
a just man who, as the Old Testament states, “sets himself against our doings, reproaches us for 
our transgressions of the law, and charges us with violations of our training.” 

These words describe the prophet, who has been persecuted “throughout the course of salvation 
history”. Jesus himself “said this to the Pharisees”, the Pope recalled, as is narrated in “chapter 23 



of the Gospel of St Matthew, which would do us good to read”. Jesus was explicit, “your fathers, he 
said, killed the prophets but you, in order to ease yourselves of the guilt, to absolve yourselves, you 
bury the prophets!”. 

We have before us, the Holy Father declared, “historical hypocrisy”. It is a fact that “always, 
throughout salvation history, in the times of Israel as well as in the Church, prophets have been 
persecuted”. Indeed, a prophet is a man “who says: you are on the wrong path, return to the path 
of God! This is the message of a prophet”. A message that “does not please the people in power on 
that wrong path”. 

Jesus was persecuted as well. They wanted to kill him, as the Gospel of this liturgy reveals (Jn 7:1-
2,10, 25-30). And they certainly “knew what his end would be”. The persecution began immediately, 
when, “at the start of his preaching he returns to his village, goes to the synagogue and preaches”. 
Then, “right after great admiration, they begin” murmuring, as the Gospel reveals: “this one, we 
know where he comes from; the Christ on the other hand, when he comes, no one will know where 
he came from”. And they all asked themselves: “With what authority do you come to teach us? 
Where did you study?”. 

In a word, it is always the same attitude: “they disqualify the Lord, they disqualify the prophet in 
order to take away his authority”. It's as if to say “this one works miracles on Saturday, but you 
can’t work on Saturday, so he is a sinner! This one eats, goes to lunch with sinners and so he isn’t 
a man of God!”. In this way they “disqualify Jesus”, because he “left and made others leave that 
closed religious environment, that box”. And “the prophet fights against putting the Holy Spirit in a 
box”. Just for this “he is always persecuted”. Prophets “are all persecuted, not included, left aside: 
they have no place”. And this is a reality that “didn't end with the death and resurrection of Jesus” 
but instead “it continued within the Church”. 

Indeed, inside the Church there are “those who are persecuted from outside and persecuted from 
within”. The saints themselves “were persecuted”. In fact, noted the Bishop of Rome, “when we 
read about the lives of the saints” we find before us many “misunderstandings and persecutions”. 
Because, being prophets, they said things that were “too harsh”. 

In this way “many thinkers in the Church were also persecuted”. On this subject, Pope Francis 
affirmed: “I'm thinking of someone now, at this moment, not far from us, a man of goodwill, a true 
prophet, who in his books reproached the Church for falling away from the path of the Lord. He was 
immediately summoned, his books were placed on the index, they took away his platform, and this 
is how his life ended, not so long ago. Time passed and today he is a blessed”. But how, one could 
object, “how can he be a heretic yesterday and a blessed today? Yes, “yesterday, those in power 
wanted to silence him because they didn't like what he had to say. Today, the Church who, thanks 
be to God, knows how to repent, says: no, this man is good! Even more, he is on the road to 
sainthood: he is a blessed”. 

History testifies then that “all the persons that the Holy Spirit chooses to speak the truth to the 
people of God suffer persecution”. And here the Pope recalled “the last of the Beatitudes of Jesus: 
blessed are you when you are persecuted in my name”. It's that “Jesus is really the model, the icon: 
the Lord suffered a great deal, he was persecuted”; and in so doing “he took on all of the 
persecutions of his people”. 



But “even today, Christians are persecuted”, the Pope told us. Such that “I dare say — he confirmed 
— that perhaps there are as many or more martyrs now than in those early days”. And they are 
persecuted “because in this worldly society, this easy-going society that want no problems, they 
speak the truth and proclaim Jesus Christ”. Truly “today there is a great deal of persecution”. 

Really, today, in some places, “it's the death penalty, it's prison for having the Gospel in one’s home, 
for teaching the Catechism” the Holy Father emphasized. He then confided: “A Catholic from one of 
these Countries told me that they cannot pray together — it's forbidden! They can only pray alone 
and in hiding.” If they want to celebrate the Eucharist, they organize “a birthday party, they pretend 
to celebrate a birthday and there they celebrate the Eucharist before the party”. And if, as “has 
happened, they see the police coming, they immediately hide everything and go on with the party”, 
they hide behind “cheer and good wishes”. When these agents “have left, they finish celebrating the 
Eucharist”. And this is what “they have to do because it is forbidden to pray together”. 

In deed, Pope Francis remarked, “this history of persecution, of misunderstanding” has continued 
“from the time of the prophets to this day”. This is also “the path of the Lord, the path of those who 
follow the Lord”. It is a path that “always ends like the Lord's, with a resurrection, but passing by 
way of the cross”. The Pope therefore recommended “to never be afraid of persecution, of 
misunderstandings”, even if because of them “many things are lost”. 

For the Christians, “there will always be persecution, misunderstanding”. But they have with them 
to face it the certainty that “Jesus is Lord and this is the challenge and the cross of our faith”. Thus, 
the Holy Father recommended, “when this happens, in our community or in our heart, let us look to 
the Lord and think” of this passage from the book of Wisdom that speaks of how the wicked beset 
the just. He concluded asking the Lord for “the grace to go forward on his path and, if it happens, 
with the cross of persecution as well”. 

MORNING MEDITATION 

FRANCIS 

4 April 2014 

 

See full message: 
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For Evangelization: Help for Persecuted Christians 

 

That persecuted Christians may be  supported by  the prayers  and material help of  all  the Churches  and 

communities. 

 

PRAYER – MATERIAL HELP 

   



UNIVERSAL INTENTION – APRIL 
 

That young people may respond generously to their vocations and seriously 
consider offering themselves to God in the priesthood or consecrated life. 
 

 
[…] In Christ you find fulfilled your every desire for goodness and happiness. He alone can satisfy 
your deepest longings, which are so often clouded by deceptive worldly promises. As Saint John 
Paul II said: “He is the beauty to which you are so attracted; it is he who provokes you with that 
thirst for fullness that will not let you settle for compromise; it is he who urges you to shed the 
masks of a false life; it is he who reads in your hearts your most genuine choices, the choices that 
others try to stifle. It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do something great with your lives” 
(cf. Discourse at the Prayer Vigil at Tor Vergata, 19 August 2000: Insegnamenti XXIII/2, [2000], 
212). […] 
 
Youth is a time of life when your desire for a love which is genuine, beautiful and expansive begins 
to blossom in your hearts. How powerful is this ability to love and to be loved! Do not let this precious 
treasure be debased, destroyed or spoiled. That is what happens when we start to use our 
neighbours for our own selfish ends, even as objects of pleasure. Hearts are broken and sadness 
follows upon these negative experiences. I urge you: Do not be afraid of true love, the love that 
Jesus teaches us and which Saint Paul describes as “patient and kind”. Paul says: “Love is not jealous 
or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Cor 13:4-8). 
 



[…] I invite you to encounter the Lord by frequently reading sacred Scripture. If you are not already 
in the habit of doing so, begin with the Gospels. Read a line or two each day. Let God’s word speak 
to your heart and enlighten your path (cf. Ps 119:105). You will discover that God can be “seen” 
also in the face of your brothers and sisters, especially those who are most forgotten: the poor, the 
hungry, those who thirst, strangers, the sick, those imprisoned (cf. Mt25:31-46). Have you ever had 
this experience? Dear young people, in order to enter into the logic of the Kingdom of Heaven, we 
must recognize that we are poor with the poor. A pure heart is necessarily one which has been 
stripped bare, a heart that knows how to bend down and share its life with those most in need. 

Encountering God in prayer, the reading of the Bible and in the fraternal life will help you better to 
know the Lord and yourselves. Like the disciples on the way to Emmaus (cf. Lk 24:13-35), the Lord’s 
voice will make your hearts burn within you. He will open your eyes to recognize his presence and 
to discover the loving plan he has for your life. 

Some of you feel, or will soon feel, the Lord’s call to married life, to forming a family. Many people 
today think that this vocation is “outdated”, but that is not true! For this very reason, the ecclesial 
community has been engaged in a special period of reflection on the vocation and the mission of 
the family in the Church and the contemporary world. I also ask you to consider whether you are 
being called to the consecrated life or the priesthood. How beautiful it is to see young people who 
embrace the call to dedicate themselves fully to Christ and to the service of his Church! Challenge 
yourselves, and with a pure heart do not be afraid of what God is asking of you! From your “yes” to 
the Lord’s call, you will become new seeds of hope in the Church and in society. Never forget: God’s 
will is our happiness! […] 

MESSAGE FOR THE THIRTIETH WORLD YOUTH DAY 

FRANCIS 

31 January 2015 
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Universal: Youth 

 

That young people may respond generously to their own vocation and mobilize for the great causes of the 

world. 

 

GENEROSITY – VOCATION – GREAT CAUSES 

 

   



EVANGELIZATION INTENTION - MAY 

That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the Merciful Jesus, may give prophetic witness 
to reconciliation, justice, and peace. 
 

 
 
Today Bangui becomes the spiritual capital of the world. The Holy Year of Mercy starts early in this 
land of Africa. A land which has suffered for years from war and hatred, lack of understanding, lack 
of peace; in this land of sufferings there are many countries bearing the cross of war. Bangui now 
becomes the spiritual capital of prayer for the Father’s mercy. Let us all implore peace, mercy, 
reconciliation, forgiveness and love. For Bangui, for the entire Central African Republic, for the whole 
world, for those countries experiencing war, let us ask for peace! Now, all together, let us ask for 
love and peace. […] 

On this first Sunday of Advent, the liturgical season of joyful expectation of the Saviour and a symbol 
of Christian hope, God has brought me here among you, in this land, while the universal Church is 
preparing for the opening of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, which we inaugurated here today. I am 
especially pleased that my pastoral visit coincides with the opening of this Jubilee Year in your 
country. From this cathedral I reach out, in mind and heart, and with great affection, to all the 
priests, consecrated men and women, and pastoral workers of the nation, who are spiritually united 
with us at this moment. Through you, I would greet all the people of the Central African Republic: 
the sick, the elderly, those who have experienced life’s hurts. Some of them are perhaps despairing 
and listless, asking only for alms, the alms of bread, the alms of justice, the alms of attention and 
goodness. All of us are looking for God’s grace, for the alms of peace. 

But like the Apostles Peter and John on their way to the Temple, who had neither gold nor silver to 
give to the paralytic in need, I have come to offer God’s strength and power; for these bring us 



healing, set us on our feet and enable us to embark on a new life, to “go across to the other side” 
(cf. Lk 8:22). 

Jesus does not make us cross to the other side alone; instead, he asks us to make the crossing with 
him, as each of us responds to his or her own specific vocation. We need to realize that making this 
crossing can only be done with him, by freeing ourselves of divisive notions of family and blood in 
order to build a Church which is God’s family, open to everyone, concerned for those most in need. 
This presupposes closeness to our brothers and sisters; it implies a spirit of communion. […] 

The salvation proclaimed by God has an invincible power which will make it ultimately prevail. After 
announcing to his disciples the terrible signs that will precede his coming, Jesus concludes: “When 
these things begin to take place, look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near” (Lk 21:28). If Saint Paul can speak of a love which “grows and overflows”, it is because 
Christian witness reflects that irresistible power spoken of in the Gospel. It is amid unprecedented 
devastation that Jesus wishes to show his great power, his incomparable glory (cf. Lk 21:27) and 
the power of that love which stops at nothing, even before the falling of the heavens, the 
conflagration of the world or the tumult of the seas. God is stronger, more powerful, than all else. 
This conviction gives to the believer serenity, courage and the strength to persevere in good amid 
the greatest hardships. Even when the powers of Hell are unleashed, Christians must rise to the 
summons, their heads held high, and be ready to brave blows in this battle over which God will have 
the last word. And that word will be one of love and peace! 

To all those who make unjust use of the weapons of this world, I make this appeal: lay down these 
instruments of death! Arm yourselves instead with righteousness, with love and mercy, the authentic 
guarantors of peace. As followers of Christ, dear priests, religious and lay pastoral workers, here in 
this country, with its suggestive name, situated in the heart of Africa and called to discover the Lord 
as the true centre of all that is good, your vocation is to incarnate the very heart of God in the midst 
of your fellow citizens. May the Lord deign to “strengthen your hearts in holiness, that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints” (1 Th 3:13). 
Reconciliation, forgiveness, love and peace! Amen. 

OPENING OF THE HOLY DOOR AT THE CATHEDRAL OF BANGUI AND 

HOLY MASS WITH PRIESTS, MEN AND WOMEN RELIGIOUS, CATECHISTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

FRANCIS 

29 November 2015 
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For Evangelization: Christians of Africa, witnesses for peace 

 

That Christians  in Africa,  in  imitation of  the Merciful  Jesus, may give prophetic witness  to  reconciliation, 

justice, and peace. 

 

WITNESS– RECONCILIATION – PEACE 

 

   



UNIVERSAL INTENTION – JUNE 
 

That national leaders may firmly commit themselves to ending the arms trade, 
which victimizes so many innocent people. 
 
 

[…] Peace. This word sums up every good to which every person and every human society aspires. 
Indeed, in the final analysis, the commitment with which we seek to foster diplomatic relations has 
no other scope than this: to foster the growth of peace in justice and development throughout the 
human family. This end has never been fully reached, it asks to be sought again and again by every 
generation, confronting the challenges that every epoch poses. 

Looking at the challenges that in this time of ours need to be urgently faced in order to build a more 
peaceful world, I would like to lay emphasis on two things: the arms trade and forced migration. 

Everyone speaks of peace, everyone claims to desire it, but unfortunately the proliferation of arms 
of every kind leads to the opposite. The arms trade has the effect of complicating and hindering 
conflict resolution, the more so because it develops and works largely outside the law. 

I maintain, therefore, that, while we are gathered in this Apostolic See, which by its nature is invested 
in a special way with serving the cause of peace, we can unite our voices in the hope that the 
international community will promote a new season of concerted and courageous commitment to 
prevent the growth of armaments and more especially for their reduction. 

Another challenge to peace is right before our eyes, and unfortunately in certain regions and at 
certain times takes on the character of a very real human tragedy: forced migration. This 



phenomenon is very complex and we must, of course, acknowledge the noteworthy efforts 
undertaken by international organizations, States, social powers, as well as religious communities 
and volunteers that all strive to respond in a civil and organized way to the most critical aspects like: 
emergencies and the most dire situations. But, here too, we realize that we cannot limit ourselves 
to helping in emergencies. The phenomenon has already manifested itself in all its breadth and, so 
to speak, historic character. The time has come to face it politically in a serious, responsible way, 
involving all levels: global, continental, the macro-regions, relations between States, down to the 
national and local level. 

In this area we see opposite experiences. On the one hand, amazing stories of humanity, encounter 
and welcome: individuals and families who manage to leave an inhumane situation and rediscover 
their dignity, freedom and security. On the other, unfortunately, there are stories that would make 
us weep and feel ashamed: human beings, our brothers and sisters, children of God who, urged by 
their desire to live and work in peace, face grueling journeys and are subjected to blackmail, torture, 
harassment of all kinds, to end up in some cases dying in a desert or at the bottom of the sea. 

The phenomenon of forced migration is closely tied to conflict and war, and therefore also to the 
proliferation of weapons, which we spoke about earlier. These are the wounds of a world, which is 
our world, in which God placed us to live today and calls us to take responsibility for our brothers 
and for our sisters, that no human being may be violated in his dignity. It would be an absurd 
contradiction to speak of peace, to negotiate peace and, at the same time, promote or permit the 
arms trade. We can also think that it would be an attitude of cynicism to proclaim human rights and, 
simultaneously fail to take responsibility for the men and women who, forced to leave their 
homeland, die in the attempt or are not accepted by international solidarity. 

Your Excellencies, the Holy See declares today to you and to the Governments of your respective 
countries its firm will to continue to cooperate to ensure that steps forward may be taken on these 
fronts and on all the roads that lead to justice and peace, on the basis of recognized universal human 
rights. 

At this moment in which you begin your mission, I address my most heartfelt best wishes to you, 
assuring you of the Roman Curia’s cooperation in the fulfillment of your office. And as I express 
again my gratitude to you, I gladly invoke upon you, your colleagues and your families an abundance 
of divine blessings. Thank you. 

ADDRESS ON THE OCCASION OF THE PRESENTATION  
OF LETTERS OF CREDENCE OF THE AMBASSADORS  
OF SWITZERLAND, LIBERIA, ETHIOPIA, SUDAN, JAMAICA,  
SOUTH AFRICA AND INDIA TO THE HOLY SEE 
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Universal: Eliminate arms trade 

 

That national  leaders may  firmly commit  themselves  to ending  the arms  trade which victimizes so many 

innocent people. 

 

COMMIT THEMSELVES – ARMS – VICTIMS 

   



 

 

EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – JULY 

 

That our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer and 
witness to the Gospel, may rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty 
of the Christian life. 
 

 
 
God waits for us and never tires of forgiving us. This was the central theme of Pope Francis’ homily 
today at Casa Santa Marta. 
 
The Holy Father reflected on the first reading from the prophet Hosea, which recalls God’s call to 
conversion and forgiveness for the people of Israel. 
 
“Return, O Israel, to the LORD, your God; you have collapsed through your guilt. Take with you 
words, and return to the LORD,” the reading states. 
 
These words, the Pope said, are an exhortation from a Father to a son. “With these words alone, 
we can pass many hours of prayer.” 
 



“It is the heart of our Father, God is like this: he does not tire, he does not tire!” the Pope said. “And 
for so many centuries He has done this, with so many apostasies, so many apostasies of the people. 
And He always returns, because our God is a God who waits. From that afternoon in the earthly 
Paradise, Adam left Paradise with a penalty and a promise. And He is faithful, the Lord is faithful to 
his promise, because he cannot deny himself. He is faithful. And so he waits for all of us, along the 
history. He is the God that waits for us, always.” 
 
The Pope turned his thoughts towards the parable of the Prodigal son, where the father upon seeing 
his son returning, runs to him and embraces him. Comparing the first reading and the parable, the 
Holy Father said that God is the same way, inviting those present to see for themselves the 
tenderness of God.” 
 
“God waits and also God forgives,” the Pope said. “He is the God of mercy: he does not tire of 
forgiving us. It is we who are tired of asking for forgiveness, but He never gets tired. Seventy times 
seven; go forward with forgiveness. And from a business standpoint, the balance is negative. He 
always loses: he loses in the balance of things, but conquers in love.” 
 
In doing so, God is the first who fulfills the commandment of love. Concluding his homily, Pope 
Francis encouraged the faithful to seek the forgiveness of God, who celebrates a feast when one 
returns to Him. 
 
“He will make a feast for you,” he said. “His splendor shall be like the olive tree and his fragrance 
like the Lebanon cedar.’ The life of every person, of every man, of every woman, who has the 
courage to draw close to the Lord, will find the joy of the feast of God. So, may this word help us to 
think of our Father, the Father that waits for us always, who always forgives us and who feasts 
when we return.” (J.A.E.) 
 
MORNING MEDITATION 

“God Never Tires of Forgiving Us” 

FRANCIS 

28 March 2014 
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THE POPE VIDEO VERSION 

 

For Evangelization:  Those distant from the Christian faith 

 

That our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer and witness to the Gospel, 

may rediscover the beauty of the Christian life. 

 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS – REDISCOVER – BEAUTY   



UNIVERSAL INTENTION – AUGUST 
 

That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone discover the 
beauty of creation. 

 
To all who are passionately dedicated  
to the search for new “epiphanies” of beauty  
so that through their creative work as artists  
they may offer these as gifts to the world. 

“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (Gn 1:31) 

The artist, image of God the Creator 

1. None can sense more deeply than you artists, ingenious creators of beauty that you are, 
something of the pathos with which God at the dawn of creation looked upon the work of his hands. 
A glimmer of that feeling has shone so often in your eyes when—like the artists of every age—
captivated by the hidden power of sounds and words, colours and shapes, you have admired the 
work of your inspiration, sensing in it some echo of the mystery of creation with which God, the sole 
creator of all things, has wished in some way to associate you. 

That is why it seems to me that there are no better words than the text of Genesis with which to 
begin my Letter to you, to whom I feel closely linked by experiences reaching far back in time and 
which have indelibly marked my life. In writing this Letter, I intend to follow the path of the fruitful 
dialogue between the Church and artists which has gone on unbroken through two thousand years 
of history, and which still, at the threshold of the Third Millennium, offers rich promise for the future. 



In fact, this dialogue is not dictated merely by historical accident or practical need, but is rooted in 
the very essence of both religious experience and artistic creativity. The opening page of the Bible 
presents God as a kind of exemplar of everyone who produces a work: the human craftsman mirrors 
the image of God as Creator. This relationship is particularly clear in the Polish language because of 
the lexical link between the words stwórca (creator) and twórca (craftsman). 

What is the difference between “creator” and “craftsman”? The one who creates bestows being 
itself, he brings something out of nothing—ex nihilo sui et subiecti, as the Latin puts it—and this, in 
the strict sense, is a mode of operation which belongs to the Almighty alone. The craftsman, by 
contrast, uses something that already exists, to which he gives form and meaning. This is the mode 
of operation peculiar to man as made in the image of God. In fact, after saying that God created 
man and woman “in his image” (cf. Gn 1:27), the Bible adds that he entrusted to them the task of 
dominating the earth (cf. Gn 1:28). This was the last day of creation (cf. Gn 1:28-31). On the 
previous days, marking as it were the rhythm of the birth of the cosmos, Yahweh had created the 
universe. Finally he created the human being, the noblest fruit of his design, to whom he subjected 
the visible world as a vast field in which human inventiveness might assert itself. 

God therefore called man into existence, committing to him the craftsman's task. Through his 
“artistic creativity” man appears more than ever “in the image of God”, and he accomplishes this 
task above all in shaping the wondrous “material” of his own humanity and then exercising creative 
dominion over the universe which surrounds him. With loving regard, the divine Artist passes on to 
the human artist a spark of his own surpassing wisdom, calling him to share in his creative power. 
Obviously, this is a sharing which leaves intact the infinite distance between the Creator and the 
creature, as Cardinal Nicholas of Cusa made clear: “Creative art, which it is the soul's good fortune 
to entertain, is not to be identified with that essential art which is God himself, but is only a 
communication of it and a share in it”.(1) 

That is why artists, the more conscious they are of their “gift”, are led all the more to see themselves 
and the whole of creation with eyes able to contemplate and give thanks, and to raise to God a 
hymn of praise. This is the only way for them to come to a full understanding of themselves, their 
vocation and their mission.  […] 
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Universal:  For artists 

 

That artists of our time, though their creativity, may help us discover the beauty of creation. 

 

ARTISTS – INGENUITY – CREATION 

   



EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – SEPTEMBER 

That our parishes, animated by a missionary spirit, may be places where faith is 
communicated and charity is seen. 
 
 

 

27. I dream of a “missionary option”, that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming 
everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and 
structures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s world rather than for her self-
preservation. The renewal of structures demanded by pastoral conversion can only be understood 
in this light: as part of an effort to make them more mission-oriented, to make ordinary pastoral 
activity on every level more inclusive and open, to inspire in pastoral workers a constant desire to 
go forth and in this way to elicit a positive response from all those whom Jesus summons to 
friendship with himself. As John Paul II once said to the Bishops of Oceania: “All renewal in the 
Church must have mission as its goal if it is not to fall prey to a kind of ecclesial introversion”.[25] 

28. The parish is not an outdated institution; precisely because it possesses great flexibility, it can 
assume quite different contours depending on the openness and missionary creativity of the pastor 
and the community. While certainly not the only institution which evangelizes, if the parish proves 
capable of self-renewal and constant adaptivity, it continues to be “the Church living in the midst of 
the homes of her sons and daughters”.[26] This presumes that it really is in contact with the homes 
and the lives of its people, and does not become a useless structure out of touch with people or a 
self-absorbed group made up of a chosen few. The parish is the presence of the Church in a given 
territory, an environment for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, 
proclamation, charitable outreach, worship and celebration.[27] In all its activities the parish 



encourages and trains its members to be evangelizers.[28] It is a community of communities, a 
sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey, and a centre of constant 
missionary outreach. We must admit, though, that the call to review and renew our parishes has 
not yet sufficed to bring them nearer to people, to make them environments of living communion 
and participation, and to make them completely mission-oriented. 

29. Other Church institutions, basic communities and small communities, movements, and forms of 
association are a source of enrichment for the Church, raised up by the Spirit for evangelizing 
different areas and sectors. Frequently they bring a new evangelizing fervour and a new capacity 
for dialogue with the world whereby the Church is renewed. But it will prove beneficial for them not 
to lose contact with the rich reality of the local parish and to participate readily in the overall pastoral 
activity of the particular Church.[29] This kind of integration will prevent them from concentrating 
only on part of the Gospel or the Church, or becoming nomads without roots. 
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For Evangelization: Parishes at the service of the mission 

 

That our parishes, animated by a missionary spirit, may be places where faith is communicated and charity 

is seen. 

 

MISSION – PLACE – COMMUNICATE   



UNIVERSAL INTENTION – OCTOBER 
 

That all workers may receive respect and protection of their rights, and that the 
unemployed may receive the opportunity to contribute to the common good. 
 
 

Faced with current economic developments and the distress that employment is experiencing, it is 
necessary to reaffirm that work is essential for society, for families and for individuals. Work, in fact, 
directly concerns the human person, his life, his freedom and his happiness. The primary value of 
work is the good of the human person since it fulfills him as such, with his inner talents and his 
intellectual, creative and physical abilities. Hence the scope of work is not only profit and economics; 
its purpose above all regards man and his dignity. Man’s dignity is tied to work. I listened to several 
young workers who are unemployed, and this is what they told me: “Father, we at home — my wife, 
my children — we eat every day because they give us something to eat at the parish, or the club, 
or the Red Cross. But Father, I don’t know what it means to earn bread for the table, and I need to 
eat, but I need to know the dignity being a breadwinner”. And work means this! This dignity is 
wounded where work is lacking! Anyone who is unemployed or underemployed is likely, in fact, to 
be placed on the margins of society, becoming a victim of social exclusion. Many times it happens 
that people without work — I am thinking especially of the many unemployed young people today 
— slip into chronic discouragement, or worse, into apathy. 

What can we say before the grave problem of unemployment affecting various European countries? 
It is the consequence of an economic system which is no longer capable of creating work, because 
it has placed an idol at the centre that is called money! Therefore, the various political, social and 
economic entities are called to promote a different approach based on justice and solidarity. This 
word now risks being removed from the dictionary. Solidarity: it seems like a dirty word! No! 



Solidarity is important, but this system is not very fond of it, it prefers to exclude it. Such human 
solidarity should ensure that everyone have the possibility to carry out a dignified form of work. 
Work is a good for everyone and it needs to be available for everyone. Periods of grave hardship 
and unemployment need to be addressed with the tools of creativity and solidarity. The creativity 
of entrepreneurs and brave artisans who look to the future with confidence and hope. And the 
solidarity requires that all members of society renounce something and adopt a more sober lifestyle 
to help all those who are in need. […] 

Dear brothers and sisters, never stop hoping for a better future. Fight for it, fight. Do not be trapped 
in the vortex of pessimism, please! If each one does his or her part, if everyone always places the 
human person — not money — with his dignity at the centre, if an attitude of solidarity and fraternal 
sharing inspired by the Gospel is strengthened, you will be able to leave behind the morass of a hard 
and difficult economic season of work. 
 
ADDRESS TO THE MANAGERS AND WORKERS OF THE TERNI STEEL MILL  
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Universal: Rights of workers and the unemployed 

 

That all workers may receive respect and protection of their rights, and that the unemployed may receive 

the opportunity to contribute to the common good. 

 

WORK – RIGHTS – COMMON GOOD   



EVANGELIZATION INTENTION – NOVEMBER 

That Christians in Asia, bearing witness to the Gospel in word and deed, may promote 
dialogue, peace, and mutual understanding, especially with those of other religions. 
 
 

 
I am grateful for the opportunity to take part in this meeting which brings together, among others, 
the four largest religious communities integral to the life of Sri Lanka: Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam 
and Christianity. […] 

At the Second Vatican Council, the Catholic Church declared her deep and abiding respect for other 
religions. She stated that she “rejects nothing of what is true and holy in these religions. She has a 
high regard for their manner of life and conduct, their precepts and doctrines” (Nostra Aetate, 2). 
For my part, I wish to reaffirm the Church’s sincere respect for you, your traditions and beliefs. 

It is in this spirit of respect that the Catholic Church desires to cooperate with you, and with all 
people of good will, in seeking the welfare of all Sri Lankans. I hope that my visit will help to 
encourage and deepen the various forms of interreligious and ecumenical cooperation which have 
been undertaken in recent years. 

These praiseworthy initiatives have provided opportunities for dialogue, which is essential if we are 
to know, understand and respect one another. But, as experience has shown, for such dialogue and 
encounter to be effective, it must be grounded in a full and forthright presentation of our respective 
convictions. Certainly, such dialogue will accentuate how varied our beliefs, traditions and practices 



are. But if we are honest in presenting our convictions, we will be able to see more clearly what we 
hold in common. New avenues will be opened for mutual esteem, cooperation and indeed friendship. 

Such positive developments in interreligious and ecumenical relations take on a particular 
significance and urgency in Sri Lanka. For too many years the men and women of this country have 
been victims of civil strife and violence. What is needed now is healing and unity, not further conflict 
and division. Surely the fostering of healing and unity is a noble task which is incumbent upon all 
who have at heart the good of the nation, and indeed the whole human family. It is my hope that 
interreligious and ecumenical cooperation will demonstrate that men and women do not have to 
forsake their identity, whether ethnic or religious, in order to live in harmony with their brothers and 
sisters. 

How many ways there are for the followers of the different religions to carry out this service! How 
many are the needs that must be tended to with the healing balm of fraternal solidarity! I think in 
particular of the material and spiritual needs of the poor, the destitute, those who yearn for a word 
of consolation and hope. Here I think too of the many families who continue to mourn the loss of 
their loved ones. 

Above all, at this moment of your nation’s history, how many people of good will are seeking to 
rebuild the moral foundations of society as a whole? May the growing spirit of cooperation between 
the leaders of the various religious communities find expression in a commitment to put reconciliation 
among all Sri Lankans at the heart of every effort to renew society and its institutions. For the sake 
of peace, religious beliefs must never be allowed to be abused in the cause of violence and war. We 
must be clear and unequivocal in challenging our communities to live fully the tenets of peace and 
coexistence found in each religion, and to denounce acts of violence when they are committed. 

Dear friends, I thank you once again for your generous welcome and your attention. May this 
fraternal encounter confirm all of us in our efforts to live in harmony and to spread the blessings of 
peace. 

INTERRELIGIOUS AND ECUMENICAL GATHERING 
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For Evangelization:  To witness to the Gospel in Asia 

 

That Christians  in Asia may promote dialogue, peace, and mutual understanding, especially with those of 

other religions. 

 

DIALOGUE – UNDERSTANDING – PEACE 

 

   



UNIVERSAL INTENTION – DECEMBER 
 

That the elderly,sustained by families and Christian communities, may apply 
their wisdom and experience to spreading the faith and forming the new 
generations. 
 

[…] When I was in the Philippines, the Filipino people greeted me saying “Lolo Kiko” — meaning 
Grandpa Francis — “Lolo Kiko”, they said! The first important thing to stress: it is true that society 
tends to discard us, but the Lord definitely does not! The Lord never discards us. He calls us to 
follow Him in every age of life, and old age has a grace and a mission too, a true vocation from the 
Lord. Old age is a vocation. It is not yet time to “pull in the oars”. This period of life is different from 
those before, there is no doubt; we even have to somewhat “invent it ourselves”, because our 
societies are not ready, spiritually and morally, to appreciate the true value of this stage of life. 
Indeed, it once was not so normal to have time available; it is much more so today. Christian 
spirituality has also been caught somewhat by surprise, with regard to outlining a kind of spirituality 
of the elderly. But thanks be to God there is no shortage of the testimony of elderly saints, both 
men and women! 

I was really moved by the “Day dedicated to the elderly” that we had here in St Peter’s Square last 
year, the Square was full. I listened to the stories of elderly people who devote themselves to others, 
and to stories of married couples, who said: “We are celebrating our 50th wedding anniversary, we 
are celebrating our 60th wedding anniversary”. It is important to present this to young people who 
tire so easily; the testimony of the elderly in fidelity is important. There were so many in this Square 
that day. It is a reflection to continue, in both the ecclesial and civil spheres. The Gospel comes to 
meet us with a really moving and encouraging image. It is the image of Simeon and Anna, whom 
are spoken of in the Gospel of Jesus’ childhood, composed by St Luke. There were certainly elderly, 



the “old man”, Simeon, and the “prophetess”, Anna, who was 84 years old. This woman did not hide 
her age. The Gospel says that they awaited the coming of God every day, with great trust, for many 
years. They truly wanted to see Him that day, to grasp the signs, to understand the origin. By then, 
they were also perhaps more resigned to die first: that long wait, however, continued to occupy 
their whole life, having no commitments more important than this: to await the Lord and pray. So, 
when Mary and Joseph went to the temple to fulfil the provisions of the Law, Simeon and Anna 
moved quickly, inspired by the Holy Spirit (cf. Lk 2:27). The burden of age and waiting disappeared 
in an instant. They recognized the Child, and discovered new strength, for a new task: to give thanks 
for and bear witness to this Sign from God. Simeon improvised a beautiful hymn of jubilation (cf. Lk 
2:29-32) — in that moment he was a poet — and Anna became the first woman to preach of Jesus: 
she “spoke of him to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem” (Lk 2:38). 

Dear grandparents, dear elderly, let us follow in the footsteps of these extraordinary elders! Let us 
too become like poets of prayer: let us develop a taste for finding our own words, let us once again 
grasp those which teach us the Word of God. The prayer of grandparents and of the elderly is a 
great gift for the Church! The prayer of grandparents and of the elderly is a great gift for the Church, 
it is a treasure! A great injection of wisdom for the whole of human society: above all for one which 
is too busy, too taken, too distracted. Someone should also sing, for them too, sing of the signs of 
God, proclaim the signs of God, pray for them! Let us look to Benedict XVI, who chose to spend the 
final span of his life in prayer and listening to God! This is beautiful! A great believer of the last 
century, of the Orthodox tradition, Olivier Clément, said: “A civilization which has no place for prayer 
is a civilization in which old age has lost all meaning. And this is terrifying. For, above all, we need 
old people who pray; prayer is the purpose of old age”. We need old people who pray because this 
is the very purpose of old age. The prayer of the elderly is a beautiful thing. 

We are able to thank the Lord for the benefits received, and fill the emptiness of ingratitude that 
surrounds us. We are able to intercede for the expectations of younger generations and give dignity 
to the memory and sacrifices of past generations. We are able to remind ambitious young people 
that a life without love is a barren life. We are able say to young people who are afraid that anxiety 
about the future can be overcome. We are able to teach the young who are overly self-absorbed 
that there is more joy in giving than in receiving. Grandfathers and grandmothers form the enduring 
“chorus” of a great spiritual sanctuary, where prayers of supplication and songs of praise sustain the 
community which toils and struggles in the field of life. 

Last, Prayer unceasingly purifies the heart. Praise and supplication to God prevents the heart from 
becoming hardened by resentment and selfishness. How awful is the cynicism of an elderly person 
who has lost the meaning of his testimony, who scorns the young and does not communicate the 
wisdom of life! How beautiful, however, is the encouragement an elderly person manages to pass 
on to a young person who is seeking the meaning of faith and of life! It is truly the mission of 
grandparents, the vocation of the elderly. The words of grandparents have special value for the 
young. And the young know it. I still carry with me, always, in my breviary, the words my 
grandmother consigned to me in writing on the day of my priestly ordination. I read them often and 
they do me good. 

How I would like a Church that challenges the throw-away culture with the overflowing joy of a new 
embrace between young and old! This is what I ask of the Lord today, this embrace! 



GENERAL AUDIENCE 

FRANCIS 

11 March 2015 

 

See full message: 

 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2015/documents/papa‐

francesco_20150311_udienza‐generale.html 

 

© Copyright 2015 ‐ Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
 
 

THE POPE VIDEO VERSION 

 

Universal: For the elderly 

 

That the elderly, sustained by families and institutions, may with their wisdom and experience collaborate in 

the education of new generations. 

 

SUSTAINED – WISDOM – EXPERIENCE 

 


